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Red Army Smashes 
To Outer Defenses 
Of Steftin, Danzig 


Germans Report Fighting 
less Than 28 Miles 
Fast Of Berlin 


OW, March 9—The Red 
R..-- battling in the suburbs of 
two of the greatest ports that the 
Germans controlled—Stettin, 
Berlin's outlet to the sea, and Dan- 
zig to the east. 

Moscow continued to remain si- 
lent on German announcements 
that the Red Army was smashing 
the German defenses in the fore- 
front of Berlin after driving across 
the Oder nearest Berlin. 

In an Order of The Day tonight, 
Marshal Stalin announced the cap- 
ture of the Pomeranian city of 
Stolp, 10 miles south of the Baltic 
coast and 65 miles west of Danzig. 

With the seizure of Stolp by Mar- 
shal Rokossovsky’s troops, the area 
left to the Germans east of the 
Oder was further diminished. En- 
emy forces remain only around Kol- 
berg, west of Stolp, and_in the 
large pocket centering on Danzig. 

Berlin, which has been talking 
about the tremendous new offensive 
by Marshal George Zhukov’s armies 
for the past 72 hours, said that Hit- 
ler had sent SS suicide forces to 
defend the outer ramparts of the 
German capital. German commen- 
tators said the fighting had reached 
west of Seelow, less than 28 miles 
east of Berlin and more than 12 
miles west of the Oder. 

Outside of Stettin, Zhukov’s im- 
mense deployment of foreés stabbed 
to Altdamm, four miles east of the 
port. According to the Associated 
Press, his men broke through the 
first big antitank belt outside Stet- 
tin, opening the way for storm units, 
tommy gunners and mortar groups 
who quickly pushed into captured 
positions in sight of the big city 
on the Oder. 

From the Polish Corridor, Mar- 
shal Konstantin Rokossovsky’s 
forces reached a point less than ten 
miles from Danzig after last night’s 
capture of Meisterwalde, 12 miles 


(Continuea on page 8) 


Sth Army Captures 
Besieged Carviano 


ADVANCED AFHQ, March 9 — 
Fifth Army troops drew closer to 
the important German stronghold 
of Vergato yesterday and captured 
Carviano, one mile east of the town 
which lies on Highway 64 about 17 
miles southwest of Bologna. Ver- 
gato has been under siege for more 
than four months and enemy re- 
sistance in this area has been most 
Stubborn. 

In the 10th Mountain Division 
Sector, no changes in position have 
been reported, but the Krauts con- 
tinue to shell the roads leading 
south and southwest from Castel 

Aiano with heavy concentrations 

of artillery and mortar fire. 
- East of Highway 65 Allied patrols 
Mee very active, particularly in the 
— Belmonte area where we suc- 
eeded in occupying new ground 
northeast of the mountain despite 
neavy enemy shelling. Troops of 
aged platoon captured an enemy 
i Y which infiltrated our lines 
n the same area, 














By A Staft Correspondent 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 
ures'® of the most surprising fea- 

S about the most recent 10th 
furnished Division attack was 
failed tne), the enemy when it 

,@ to counterattack immediately 
» heretofore been SOP.” —y 
Caste; emmore, even today in the 

‘ll, ¢.\Postrophe Aiano and Mt. 
been 1, be regions there still have 
any of yp ctious efforts to retake 

Y of the heights seized by the 

(Continued on page 8) 





Yanks Pouring Across Rhine; 
Ten Nazi Divisions Trapped 





a 





2nd Looey’s Quick Decision | 
Leads To Crossing Of Rhine 


WITH THE U. S. ARMY ACROSS THE RHINE, March 8 
(Delayed by censorship), (AP)—A daring band of armored in- 
fantrymen, ignoring the fact that a 1,200-foot steel road and 
rail bridge might blow up in their faces, raced across the 
Rhine at Remagen yesterday afternoon and saved the Allies 
the costly price of amphibious invasion of inner Germany. 

In a matter of seconds after the company of infantrymen 
paced by 2nd Lt. Emmet J. Burrows seized the bridge in the 





Vinson Sets Wage 
Increase For’ WLB 


WASHINGTON, March 9 (UP)— 
Retiring Stabilization Director Fred 
M. Vinson has established the lim- 
its for fringe wage increases ac- 
ceptable’ to his successor WLB 
Chairman William H. Davis. 

Vinson directed that WLB may 
grant these wage increases regard- 
less of whether they would require 
price increases. 

The plan comprises: (1) vaca- 
tions of one week after one year’s 
service and two weeks after five 
years; (2) shift differentials not to 
exceed four cents an hour for the 
second shift, nor eight cents an 
hour for the third shift; (3) merit 
increases and automatic wage in- 
creases not to exceed present WLB 
standards; (4) job reclassification 
not to exceed the average increase 
for all employees in a plant of 
more than one cent an hour or one 
percent of the total payroll; (5) 
all other non-basic wage adjust- 
ments or changes in working con- 
ditions are prohibited if they re- 
quire price increases. 

The order effected a change in 
wage stabilization policy almost as 
important as the establishment of 
pow Little Steel formula, observers 
said. . 

The formula limits general wage 
increases to 15 percent above the 
January, 1941, level. A similar yard- 
stick now has been set up on vaca- 
tions, shift differentials and the 


midst of explosions which caused 
slight damage, elements of the 
9th Armored Division were fan- 
ning out on the east bank carv- 
ing out a bridgehead. 

Civilians said the bridge was to 
go at 1600 hours. American tanks 
got there at 1550 hours. Lt. John 
Mitchell of Pittsburgh, and Lt. John 
Mott found the cache, quickly dis- 
connected wires, and called up men 
to start repairing the. superficial 
damage, while the bridge was still 
under fire. 


By CHRIS CUNNINGHAM 
United Press Correspondent 


We are across the Rhine on the 
paydirt side, and there is an at- 
mosphere of victory all around us. 

In addition to the bridgehead, 
troops of the U. S. ist Army are 
now firmly entrenched all along 
the Rhine and are clearing numer- 
ous towns and villages—some of 
them hardly damaged so swiftly 
do we advance. 

This historic, amazing advance 
across the Rhine in the path of 
Napoleon was the result of a quick 
decision made by a second lieu- 
tenant and his company. 

As the officer said, "If you have 
something given to you, the best 
thing is to take it.” 

For security reasons I am not 
able to tell the full story yet of what 
happened during the past 24 hours, 
but judging from the way the Ger- 
mans are throwing some of their 
heaviest stuff at us they surely 
know when, where, why and how 
we got across the Rhine. 

When we got started it did not 
take long to get across. The time 
was 3:50 PM Wednesday. The out- 





elimination of inequities which are 
under the formula. 


fit that got over here had orders 
(Continued on page 2) 


SHAEF, March 9—While thousands of U. S. Ist Army troops, together with heavy equipment, guns and 
tanks, were pouring across the Rhine over the great Ludendorff steel bridge at Remagen, tank and infantry forces 
of the Ist and 3rd Armies, in a dramatic linkup in the vicinity of Andernach, 12 miles northwest of Coblenz, 
today trapped an estimated ten German divisions, according to an official announcement late tonight. 

At the same time, an official statement issued at 3rd Army 


Headquarters tonight described German resistance on the 3rd 
Army front as having "completely collapsed.” The announce- 
ment followed the surrender of a German divisional general, 
his entire staff and 3,200 troops to 3rd Army tankmen. | 

A late Reuter’s dispatch from Remagen said tonight that 


German soldiers were coming 


back across the Rhine to the 


west bank to surrender to lst Army troops. 


The towns of Andernach, 


Brohl and Mayen, all within 


less than 16 miles northwest of Coblenz, fell to the victorious 


Yanks. 


While there were no official announcements regarding the 
movements of Lt. Gen. Courtney H. Hodges’ Ist Army troops 
in the bridgehead at Remagen established on Wednesday, 


frontline dispatches placed the 
size of the American penetra- 
tion on the river’s west bank as 
already ten miles wide and five 
deep. The town of Erpel on the 
east bank was reported captured. 

Men of the 9th Armored Di- 
vision, who captured the steel 
rail and road bridge intact and 


who made the original cross-» 


ing, were spearheading the ad- 
vance into central Germany, 
while hundreds of Allied planes 
swept the country ahead of them 
and bombed nearby road and 
rail communications. 








As reports continued to pour in from the west front of 
the rapid disintegration of German defense and morale, cor- 


respondents with the ist Army 


along the Rhine indicated that 


official news concerning developments around the Remagen 
bridgehead itself was being withheld because of the confusion 


existing in the German forces, 


as well as the desire of Allied 


commanders to exploit the operation to its fullest. 
Between Linz and Erpel and opposite Remagen, the Rhine 
flowing north, forms a slight bend to the northwest. The river 


is about one-half mile wide in 


this section. The shore on the 


Remagen side, near the mouth of the Ahr River is flat but 





Biggest B-29 Force Hits 
Tokyo From Marianas 


WASHINGTON, March 9—A 20th 
Air Force announcement tonight 
said that "the greatest force of 
B-29s” yet to bomb Tokyo ranged 
over the Japanese capital from 
bases in the Marianas. 

No details of the raid were im- 
mediately available. The Tokyo 
radio reported it earlier. The last 
raid upon Tokyo was said to have 
been made with more than 200 
Super Fortresses, which was the 





largest B-29 force up to the pres- 
ent to bomb the heart of Japan. 








Pacific Commanding Huddle Begins 





WASHINGTON, March 9— Ad- 
miral Chester W. Nimitz, Pacific 
Fleet Commander, making a sur- 
prise visit here to confer with Ad- 
miral Ernest J. King, chief of U. S. 
Naval Operations, revealed today 
that the joint Chief of Staff are 
considering a new command and 
organization for the Pacific, the 
United Press reported. 

The admiral told a press confer- 
ence that the final assault against 
the Japanese Empire may well be 
made from positions in China. | 


nificance in the fact that his visit co- 


miral William F. Halsey; Lt. Gen. 
Albert C. Wedemeyer, China Thea- 
ter Commander, and other leaders 
in the war against Japan. 

Nimitz, it was reported, hinted 
that an Army man would direct the 
invasion of Japan. This revived 
Speculation that General Douglas 
MacArthur might get the job. Gen- 
eral MacArthur made what was 
considered as a bid when he said 
on the liberation~of Manila: "Our 
motto becomes ’On to Tokyo.’” 





incided with the presence of Ad-}- 





There also have been rumors that 





been linked with reports that the 


~~ “* [move would await completion of the 


He said there was no special sig-| }* 





NIMITZ 


ADM. CHESTER 





General George C. Marshall might 
be made supreme commander of Al- 
lied forces for the climactic battle 
against Japan. These rumors have 








{European war so that General 


Dwight D. Eisenhower could return 
here to replace General Marshall as 
Chief of Staff. 

Admiral Nimitz dropped the hint 
at the press conference when he 
pointed out that while the Japa- 
nese home islands are in the Pacific 
Ocean areas which he now com- 
mands, they constitute large land 
masses "and the prosecution of op- 
erations of large land “masses is 
largely a function of the Army.” 

He said that the U. S. Navy is 
now strong enough to land troops 
on or but he quickly pointed out 
that it might be difficult to keep 
such a position supplied unless there 
were broader bases to protect the 


“Isupply lines to Japan Therefore, 


he said, our forces would need more 
positions than they now possess for 
the final assault against Japan 
proper. 

Commenting on the Iwo cam- 
paign, the admiral said that he ex- 
pected Japanese resistance to con- 
tinue on the tiny island until "the 





last Jap is killed or captured.” 





————- cliffs line the east bank in the 


Erpel area. 

Erpel and Linz are located on a 
highway which hugs the Rhine and 
runs south some 20 miles to a point 
opposite Coblenz at the confluence 
of the Rhine and the Mosel. About 
five miles beyond the river rcad, a 
great modern highway, once con- 
nected with Cologne by way of th3 
demolished Hohenzollern _ bridge, 
runs southeast to the great indus-- 
trial city of Frankfurt-am-Main. 

Beyond the great highway, the 
rolling, agricultural countryside 
bounds the southern borders of the 
industrial Ruhr area. 

Most of the correspondents’ re- 
ports trickling back from the front 
reported that little Nazi opposition 
had yet been encountered and one 
dispatch told of the capture of a 
Nazi supply depct. 

An AP account datelined "With 
the ist U. S. Army across the 
Rhine,” however, said that three. 

(Continued on page 8) 


Allied Planes Blast 
Industry In Reich 


LONDON, March 9—Kassel, Ger- 
man industrial center east of the 
Ruhr and target of the RAF last 
night, was bombed again today 
by Flying Fortresses and Liberators 
of the 8th AAF. 

Tank factories were the targets 
of the American heavies which also 
struck at railyards at Osnabruck, 
Munster, Rhein and Frankfurt- 
am-main. More than 1,000 8th AAF 
bombers, escorted by 400 fighters, 
participated in the day’s opera- 
tion. 

The American heavies encoun- 
tered little air opposition in their 
assault on the Nazi industrial cen- 
ters. The attack on Frankfurt-am- 
Main was but 70 miles southeast of 
where U. S. Ist Army troops are 
fighting on the east bank of the 
Rhine. 
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IndianTro 


ops Near 


Mandalay’s Center 





KANDY, Ceylon, March 9—The 14th Army held half of Man- 
dalay at last reports today and was driving against light opposition 
to capture the rest. As the Indians of the 19th Division advanced, 
rifle and mortar fire rang through the streets for the first time 
since the Spring of 1942 when the Japanese occupied the city. 

Most of the fighting was centered within famous old Fort 


Dufferin in the city’s heart. The 


Japanese were taking refuge in 





Government House, a stronghold+ 


inside the fort. 

The .entry into Mandalay was 
made after a spectacular 14-mile 
drive south down a highway follow- 
ing the banks of the Irrawaddy. 
Enthusiasm has been running high 
for the past six weeks as to which 
of several British and Indian divi- 
sions which bridged the Irrawaddy 
would be the first to reach the city, 
the Associated Press reported. 

The main railway station was 
among the earlier buildings cap- 
tured as the 19th drove into the 
city. 

The 2nd and 20th British Di- 
visions were moving toward the 
city from the south. They met 
strong opposition after taking Meik- 
tila, 70 miles below Mandalay. It 
was estimated that there are still 
about 50,000 Japanese troops in 
central Burma, many of them 
pocketed by Mandalay-bound di- 
visions. 





19TH DIV. IN 
KANDY, Ceylon, March 9 — A 
Reuter’s correspondent who flew 
over Mandalay in a light plane 
yesterday as the 19th Division 
fought within the city reported 


"From the air I could see that 
our 19th Division troops were in 
possession of the northern part of 
the city. River quays in the north- 
west, the race course and part of 
Mandalay Hill in the northeast are 
all in our hands. I could see Indian 
troops advancing over open ground 
within 300 yards of the moat mark- 
ing the edge of Fort Dufferin and 
two tanks driving down the road 
leading to the center of the city. 

"As I flew, zig-zagging across 
the whole city area, I was struck 
by the complete absence of move- 
ment or sight of human life. There 
was no indication of the presence 
of any Japanese in the city.” 


In Moscow 


MOSCOW, March 9.(AP) — The 
Postwar Committee of the Ameri- 
can Society of Newspaper Editors 
arrived in Moscow today after 
spending three days in Stalingrad 
weather-bound. The delegation 


planned to stay in Moscow about 
a week. 

























BY 








World’s Biggest Dam 
To Be Built In China 


WASHINGTON, March ‘9— 
Preliminary reports on designs 
for the largest dam in the world, 
to be built in China, have been 
received here by the U. S. Recla- 
mation Bureau, Reuter’s reported 
today. 

Located at the mouth of the 
Yangtze River gorge near Chung- 
king, the proposed dam would 
impound over 92,000,000 cubic 
yards of water, and would gen- 
erate an ultimate power capacity 
of more than ten and a half mil- 
lion kilowatts. Reclamation of- 
ficials said that 60,000,000 acres of 
land would benefit. 


Iwo Fight Assumes 
Final Phase Pattern 


PACIFIC FLEET HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Guam, March 9 (ANS)— 
The fierce battle for Iwo Jima is 
assuming the pattern of the final 
phases of American conquests of 
other Pacific islands, but it may be 
several days before correspondents 
can flash, "Iwo secured.” 

Today’s communique disclosed 
small gains, which at one point saw 
the 3rd Marine Division gaining a 
eliff top only 300 yards from the 
northeast coast. « 

The Japanese are compressed into 
a rough crescent-shaped area meas- 
uring 300 to 1,500 yards wide along 








the north and east coasts. They have 


adopted the desperation tactics 
such as preceded the collapse of 
organized resistance on Guam and 
elsewhere. Front-line dispatches tell 
of small banzai charges, of suicidal 
attacks against American tanks by 
Japs armed only with poles with 
explosive charges attached, of 
enemy troops confined to a great. 
extent in dugouts and caves honey- 
combing the precipitous coastal 
cliffs and of the discovery of Japa- 
nese bodies floating in the surf. 
The 3rd Division fought yester- 
day to a cliff top overlooking the 


SS : 
: | Pacific. They still were 1,500 yards, 


however, from Kitano Point, the 
northern tip of the island. Ahead 
of the division the Japanese were 


 |well entrenched in cliffside caves 


and dugouts. 

The 5th Marine Division has ad- 
vanced about half a mile up the 
northwest coast in two days, put- 
ting it within a mile of Kitano 
Point. On the right or east flank, 
the 4th Division still was held 
within a short distance of the 
beachhead it won on D-day, 
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American Landings 
On Mindanao Island 
Reported By Tokyo 


‘ 

WASHINGTON, March 9—Amer- 
ican landings upon Mindanao, next 
to Luzon in importance in the Phil- 
ippines, were reported by the Tokyo 
radio today, but not confirmed by 
General Douglas MacArthur. Tokyo 
said a large American task force 
bombarded Zamboanga Province on 
the northeastern tip of Mindanao, 
and landings followed. 

Mindanao, bypassed in the Leyte 
landings, is believed to have a large 
Japanese garrison. Tokyo said 30 
American warships and transports 
approached Zamboanga from the 
west at 0900 hours Friday, Japanese 
time. At 1230, the broadcast added, 
20 landing craft appeared and be- 
gan landing operations, with other 
warships coming up. 

General MacArthur’s communique 
said that the 33rd Division drove 12 
miles up the west coast of Luzon, 
north of Rosario, to capture the 
town of Aringay and outflank 
Baguio, 14 miles to the east. Other 
troops driving toward this Philip- 
pine summer capital were reported 
to have made further progress. 

Meanwhile, 60 miles southwest of 
Manila, the U. S. ilth Airborne 


-|Division and units of the 158th 


Infantry advanced 13 miles east 
along the northern shore of Balayan 
Bay, compieting their control of the 
bay area and creating a further 
threat to Jap troops compressed 
into lower Luzon, the United Press 
reported. 

North of Manila, in central Luzon, 
the 25th Division probed toward 
Balete Pass, seeking out scattered 
t/a forces retreating north- 
wards. 





GEN. MUDGE WOUNDED 


MANILA, March 9— Maj. Gen. 
Verne D. Mudge, commander of the 
lst Cavalry Division, leader of the 
troops which broke into Manila, 
has been severely wounded, it was 
revealed today. 


Chinese Communists Call 
Chiang Despot, Dictator 


CHUNGKING, March 9 (AP)— 
Communists dispelled a last, linger- 
ing hope for settlement of differ- 
ences with the Chinese Nationalist 
Government by issuing a statement 
today describing Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek as a despot and 
dictator, asserting he should be 
sacked and punished. 

The statement apparently fol- 
lowed the return of the Communist 
representative from Chungking 
where he went recently to discuss 
the possible reconciliation of the 
Communist and Nationalist gov- 
ernments. About a week ago he 
left Chungking for Yenan, capital 
of communist North China, saying 
that the negotiations had failed. 


More Than Million 


SHAEF, March 9—More than 1,- 
000,000 German prisoners have been 
taken on the western front since 
the landings in Normandy last 
June, it was announced here today. 
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IDOL OF COLORFUL EAST 


Chinese and Americans and Japanese battled grimly near 


this giant old marble Buddha, 


and he looked down at them 


impassively, The Buddha, being viewed here by victorious 
Chinese and Americans after the Japs were driven out, 
stands in the north Burma town of Namhkam beside the 
old Burma Road, where the Ledo Road, recently completed, 
linked with it to complete the overland route to China. 


(Signal Corps Photo) 








Washington 


War May Bust Up Any Time, 


Observers Feel 





are prepared for almost any kind 


weeks would cause no great 


Eisenhower has prepared. 


WASHINGTON, March 9 (UP)—The war in Europe has taken 
such a dramatic turn overnight that military observers in Washingt 


0 
of news from Germany. ” 


The eomplete disintegration of enemy resistance in a matter of 
surprise. 


The rapid crossing of the Rhine by the U. S. 1st Army south of 
Cologne has rung up the curtain with breathtaking swiftness on what 
may well be the final act from the west, it was widely opined here 


y. 
In the east,he Russian Army, too, was reported to be on th 
march with its Vanguards 26 miles or less from Berlin’s outskirts. 
In any case, it is an inescapable fact that Germany is in her 
worst military predicament of World War II. She may not yet be on the 
brink of collapse, but she is close to it—much closer than any observer 
here dared to think a week or even a day ago. 

If Germany counted on the Rhine as the great barrier to check 
the Western Allies, that dream has now been shattered. American 
troops have been on the Berlin side of the great river for 48 hours 
now and are steadily expanding their bridgehead. 

Should the Allies penetrate 50 miles beyond the, Rhine without 
being checked by prepared defenses, observers believe the Germans 
will not be capable of making another fixed stand in the west. It 
was doubted here the Germans have enough men to make a prolonged 
stand along the Rhine against the pile driver General Dwight D. 





2nd Lt.’s Quick Decision 
Leads To Rhine Crossing 





(Continued from page 1) 


to seize any opportunity of crossing 
it could. 

From company up to corps com- 
mander the word went that we 
could cross. And without a mo- 
ment’s hesitation we did. 

Our bridgehead was soon expand- 
ing rapidly east, north and south. 

It reminded me a great deal of 
the Anzio bridgehead in Italy—only 
this time there is a slight difference 
in that there is no chance of our 
getting kicked out. 

Where this outfit crossed is one 
of the most picturesque spots 
on the Rhine south of Cologne. 

As a matter of fact, the reason 
we got across was because the Jer- 
ries were caught napping. 

The origin of the crossing can be 
traced back to when a news black- 
out was imposed on the activities 
of the southern flank of the Ist 
U. S. Army. 

The thought that we were across 
was too good to believe. 

It now looks as if the course of 

the war in the west is being 
changed. 
In any case, we are on the Berlin 
side of the river. The new tactical 
move is a lucky grab, and General 
Hodges is doing it to the hilt. 

The first men across advanced to 
a high hill which stands out like 
Gibraltar. The countryside here- 
abouts is untouched by war. Ap- 
parently the Germans never ex- 
pected it, and there are no prepared 
defenses. On the east side of the 
river the terrain slopes up into the 
rich German woods. On the west 
side it is as flat as a Kansas corn- 
field. 

There are a few barges in the 
river and one of them is ‘full of Ger- 
mans who have raised a white flag 
of surrender and have been sitting 
there for more than 24 hours and 
getting hungry. 

HAPPY GERMANS 
These Germans are apparently 
unmindful of their own shells plop- 
ping all around them. From this 
distance they appear to be very 
happy. 
Maj. Frank Norfleet of Memphis, 
Tenn., told the story of the crossing 
in very simple words: 
"We just could not pass up this 
opportunity even though our mis- 
sion was not to cross the Rhine. 
"Actually the immediate decision 
to cross the river was up to Lt. Col. 
mard Engemann who hails from 

innesota. Without a moment’s 
esitation he ordered the crossing. 

"That was at 1500 hours yesterday. 

me 10 minutes later we had at 
east one company of infantry 
across which was rapidly followed 


up by everything in the lst Army’s 
Pbook 


"First Lt. Carl Timmerman 
of West Point, Neb., and his A Com- 
pany were also in the crush. He 
said there was no opposition except 
‘from snipers’ and a few 20 mm. 
guns. 
"Near the end of the crossing the 
raiders ran into heavy machine gun 
fire but casualties were pretty light. 
The only casualties we are suffering 
are from artillery.” 
Norfleet continued: 
"On this side of the river there 
is a tunnel in which scores of Ger- 
man soldiers and civilians huddled, 
utterly helpless. The roads to the 
area were choked with civ- 
ilians and German soldiers. 

"I saw many soldiers coming back 
into our rear lines without a guard 

was explained our men in 

machine gun area were too busy 
to take care of prisoners and told 
go on back.” 





to 
One officer to whom I talkéd to- 








28 ‘Bethreoms, But 
Still A ’Dirty Nazi’ 


COLOGNE, March 9 (AP)— 
American doughboys, accustomed 
to foxholes, marveled at the war- 
time luxury the mansion 
abandoned by a Nazi big-wig 
who made millions of marks in 
profiteering. 

Resentful neighbors called him 
a "dirty Nazi,” but he had no 
fewer than 28 bathrooms. Added 
attractions were a_ pipe-organ, 
three pianos and a kitchen com- 
teed to that of the Astor Ho- 
el. 


A cooking stove with a dozen 
electric burners came in handy 
when the battalion’s headquar- 
ters used the house temporarily 
as a command post. 











dayesaid "we are rolling now. In 
one or two places we caught a little 
hell but now we are giving it right 
back.” 

However, at 2:45 PM today Maj. 
Ben Cothran told me: ’We are just 
beginning to get the reaction to this 
business. Hear all those shells com- 
ing in? 

"But the whole story of this thing 
is that we landed on this side of the 
Rhine and now we've got to do 
something about it.” 





HAILED AT HOME 

WASHINGTON, March 9 (UP)— 
Military experts here hailed the 
crossing of the Rhine by troops of 
the 1st Army as proof that the Ger- 
mans are either completely disor- 
ganized or too weak to cope with 
Allied power. 

They were most impressed by field 
dispatches whieh said the troops 
established a bridgehead and pushed 
on against light resistance. 

Some expressed the possibility 
that Germans may not be able to 
make a further stand on fixed po- 
sitions in the west. 





GERMAN BLUNDER 
WITH THE 18ST ARMY ACROSS 
THE RHINE, March 9 (AP)—An 
Associated Press correspondent went 
across the Rhine with a Dakota 
farm boy to get a first-hand story 
of the heroic doughboys who took 
advantage of a Nazi error of judg- 
ment and raced 300 yards right 
across the Rhine for what is shap- 
ing up tonight as one of the most 
significant Allied thrusts of the war. 
"IT can’t say just where this hap- 
— and vexingly little of what 

saw,” the AP correspondent re- 

ported. “But this can be said: The 
Americans are across the Rhine to 
stay. One of the most thrilling 
coups of the war was General 
Hodges’ in hurdling such a for- 
midable barrier in lightning speed 
a Fg mg that the a — 
able put up only a frantic an 
confused a i... 
The news of the Rhine crossing 
Swept through. the Army from one 
division to another and down 
through the ranks to the doughboys 
in the front lines. It brought grins 
to their bewhiskered and grimed 
faces, and cheered up everyone in 
the Army. 

"If we can hold that bridgehead, 
it means that the war is months 
nearer its end,” saia Lt. Col. Robert 
Evans, from Davenport, Iowa. This 
sentiment was echoed by many sol- 
diers who had looked on the Rhine 
as one of the greatest obstacles 





faced by any army since the beaches 
of Normandy. 
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Rhine Crossing Given 


Spotlight 


In Congress 





WASHINGTON, March 9 — 
American troops crossing the 
Rhine grabbed the spotlight yes- 
terday, forcing into the shade 
pills dealing with manpower, the 
nurses dr —¥ the Bretton 

oods agreement. 

Vee Leader Alben Bark- 
ley last night interrupted the Sen- 
ate’s debate on the manpower bill 


to read to his colleagues the news . 


bulletin on the crossing. 
Thunderous applause followed 
the announcement despite the 
Senate's strict rule against dem- 
onstrations in the chamber. From 
then on in, it was difficult to get 
either house to return to business. 


Ho 
after two weeks of debate. 

The Senate by a vote of 63-16 
pushed through a measure pro- 
viding for a year in jail and 10 
dollars fine for employers con- 
victed of violating employment 
ceilings which the War wer 
Commission chairman wo! be 
empowered to establish for every 
business. 

The bill does not provide a dir- 
ect penalty against workers, but 
requires them to seek employment 
through the WMC. 








—_—_— 


Heroes Of Bataan In U. S. 
Get Huge Coast Welcome 





SAN FRANCISCO, March 9 (UP)—A heartfelt and roaring 
welcome wag given today to 275 American heroes of Bataan— 
liberated from Cabantuan prison camp in the Philippines—as 
San Francisco joined the Army in an enthusiastic demonstration 
for the haggard, quiet, but thoroughly happy men. 

"I want to go home,” was the unanimous comment of every- 
one of the men interviewed aboard ship. The transport steamed 





Bil On East Indians 
May Pass First Test 


WASHINGTON, March 9 (AP)— 
The hotly-contested bill to permit 
Eastern Hemisphere Indians to im- 
migrate to the, United States and 
become American citizens appeared 
virtually certain to go before Con- 
gress with the House Immigration 
and Naturalization Committee's 
approval. 

In a dramatic last-minute ap- 
peal, Attorney General Francis 
Biddle told the committee that 
President Roosevelt had written 
its chairman, Rep. Samuel Dick- 
stein (D., N. Y.), endorsing the bill 
and that the measure was favored 
by the Justice and State Depart- 
ments. 

The President’s létter was» not 
made public. 

Asked what effect the legislation 
would have on British-American 
relations, Biddle said: "Great 
Britain has not objected to the 
bill and I believe she would wel- 
come this legislation.” 

The bill, authorized by Rep. 
Emanuel Celler, would allow 100 
Indians to immigrate annually, and 
would give citizenship opportuni- 
ties to them and the 4,000 Indians 
now residing in the United States. 

Biddle said he was authorized 
by Acting Secretary of State Joseph 
Grew to announce that President 
Roosevelt favored the bill and that 
the President’s letter "heartily en- 
dorsing” the legislation was en 
route to the Committee. 


Latest Wife To Sue 
Flynn. For Divorce 


HOLLYWOOD, March 9 (ANS)— 
Errol Flynn, the romantic film ac- 
tor, screen and otherwise, will-soon 
be sued for divorce by his latest 
wife, the former Nora Eddington, 
the United Press said. Sources close 
to Movieland said Flynn would be 
charged with mental cruelty and 
incompatability and would be asked 
to contribute to the support of the 
daughter born last January in Mex- 
ico City 

Neither Flynn nor the child’s 
mother was here to confirm or deny 
the report. Flynn was believed to 
be in New York City and his young 
wife was still in Mexico Tity. Mrs. 
Jack Eddington, Nora’s mother. said 
the daughter planned to fly from 
Mexico City to Hollywood sometime 
this month but she knew nothing of 
the divorce plans. "All we know is 
that Nora and Mr. Flynn were mar- 
ried last year,” she said, "but just 
where we're not sure.” 





In Production 


DETROIT, March 8 (AP)—Gen- 
eral Motors and Chrysler Corpora- 
pon today announced that the new 
sed tank, the T-26, whick Under 

ecretary of War Robert Patterson 
called our answer to the German 
deect, tank.” was now being pro- 
pai d "in quantity.” The announce- 
: ent revealed that the new tank— 

© most nowerful the United States 


—~+through the Golden Gate into 


San Francisco Bay, flanked by a 
great fleet of flag-bedecked har- 
bor boats. 

The big boat “Catalina” bore a 
75-foot sign with 5-foot letters 
spelling "Welcome Home.” 

The Cabantuan men, together 
with 1,000 soldiers returning home 
on leave from the southwest Pa- 
cific, crowded the rails of the trans- 
port while the Navy’s band played. 

The, liberated men, freed ,from 
three years of misery, cheered, 
yelled and laughed. Some wept 
openly as the city’s skyline came 
into view. 

About 5,000 persons jammed the 
docks waiting for the heroes. Then 
the first man stepped: down the 
gangplank. 

He was Chaplain Capt. A. C. 
Oliver, a veteran. He moved slowly 
down the plank with a large bag 
over his shoulders. Suddenly his wife 
ran forward and threw her arms 
around him. 

The first Cabantuan hero was 
ashore. 


U.S. Girl, 17, Invents 
A Mechanical Heart 


WASHINGTON, March 9 (ANS) 
—Certainly nct all American young- 
sters are limited in tastes to jive 
and comic books. Of the 40 who 
assembled here today, one had made 
a tuning fork device for measuring 
the speed of bullets. Another, a 17- 
year-old girl, had built a mechanical 
heart with which to nourish living 
organs while studying them. 

Others of the group demcnstrated 
home made electric furnaces, photo- 
electric cells and other devices of 
importance to science. They were 
the high school seniors from all over 
the country who had won finalist 
positions in the fourth annual sci- 
ence talent search, and now they 
are competing for 11,000 dollars in 
Westinghouse science scholarships. 
The tuning fork device was made 
by Edward Walker, 17, of Detroit 
out of an old file and some micro- 
phone parts. Alice Dale of Columbia, 
Tenn., built the mechanical heart 
of laboratory jars, a geared down 
electric motor, a tin pie plate, and 


CAMERA OVE 





Five-year-old Connie Grout is 
horrified at the thought of 
this display of castor oil in 
Auburn, Wash., part of 4,649 
gallons the-Army has offered 
to sell because it has more 
than it can handle. The oil is 
suitable for use as a high grade 
lubricant, or for medical pur- 
poses. Above, right, restaur- 
ateur O. M. Nichols holds 10- 
months-old Linda Schulman 
while at work. It’s the only 
way he can keep the child’s 
mother as a waitress, man- 
power problems being what 
they are. At right, the chips 
are raked in and a cover 
thrown over a gaming table in 
Reno, Nev., as the Govern- 
ment’s curfew order puts a 
clamp on this famed little city 
of joy. Locks had to be in- 
stalled on doors, usually open 
the clock, and the _ year, 
around. (Acme) 











Roosevelt Receives 
Italian Ambassador 


WASHINGTON, March 9 (AP)— 
President Roosevelt yesterday re- 
ceived the Italian Ambassador, Al- 
berto Tarchiani, first Roman en- 
voy to the White House since be- 
fore the United States and Italy 
went to war in December, 1941. 

Both the President and the Am- 
bassador expressed a desire for even 
greater understanding and friend- 
ship between their peoples. " 
Mr. Roosevelt said that the 
United States is confident that 
"Italy will build at home, and help 
build for Europe, a political and 
social organization worthy of the 
heart and mind of her people.” 
The President also received the 
new Belgian Ambassador, Baron 
Robert Silvercruys, telling him 
that "every effort consistent with 
the military situation” is being 
made to speed up deliveries to Bel- 
gium. 


‘Queen Of Wacs’ Devoted 
To Company Of Bandages 


DENVER, Col., March 9 (ANS)— 
Golden-haired Pfc. Edith M. Dis- 
ney of Cincinnati, who was chosen 
Queen of the Wacs at the Army’s 
Fitzsimmons General Hospital, to- 
day declared she was "unmarried 
and not engaged” but is devoted to 
her work of "sterilizing sheets, tow- 
els, and bandages.” 

She was picked last night by 








parts of a child’s erector set. 


movie actor J. Carrol Naish, 





Swindlers Set 





Plans For Returning Vets 


With V-Day 








WASHINGTON, March ‘9—Swin- 
dlers are busy getting primed for 
V-day with an eye on homecoming 
servicemen, the Better Business Bu- 
reau reported recently. Already 
having unearthed more than 800 
schemes for divorcing veterans from 
savings, bonds, mustering-out pay 
and travel allowances, the Bureau 
has now issued a booklet to aid ex- 
soldiers in spotting "operators.” 

Entitled "Facts Veterans Should 
Know Before Starting a Business,” 
the . booklet warns _ specifically 
against: the "front money opera- 
tor” who can get you a loan for a 





#S ever built—has a 90 mr. . gun. 








fee, and disappears after the fee is 





paid; so-called fur farmers who 
offer "’proof” of staggering profits 
on a small investment; fake busi- 
ness brokers, who "find” the right 
business for you, also at a sizable 
fee; "Partner Wanted” advertisers 
who are after money, not a work- 
ing partner, and nena me of co- 
operative nut or citrus farms, usu- 
ally fictitious and always located in 
another part of the country. 
Urging veterans to exercise cau- 
tion in financial and business trans- 
actions, the Bureau pointed out that 
swindlers always try to rush victims 
into hasty action and seek to pre- 
vent them from making an investi- 


Harem Dresses And Profiles, 


Mrs. FDR Talks About It All 





WASHINGTON, March 9 (ANS)—Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
renowned world traveler; covered a great deal of ground at her 
press conference yesterday without ever leaving town. 

Her comments ranged all the way from harem dresses to 


the President’s profile. 


She told reporters that she believed firmly that children 
born out of wedlock to women of the occupied countries of Europe, 
who were forced to go to Germany during the war, would be 


welcomed back to the mothers’+ 


native lands. 

She declared she wanted to ask 
the President sometime soon to turn 
sideways so she could see what his 
mouth looks like in profile. Some- 
thing, she thinks, is wrong in a 
plaque she saw recently. 

She told questioners she would 
keep the mink coat given her re- 
cently by Canadian fur breeders, 
and disclosed she had received other 
rare gifts, including an ornate jew- 
eled crown and harem dress. She 
said the harem dress came from 
King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia 
who presented it to the President 
at the recent meeting in the Suez 
Canal. United States law prevents 
the President from accepting gifts 
from foreign persons, she said, but 
there is nothing to prevent her from 
accepting gifts from anyone. 

The First Lady said the jeweled 
crown is "much too heavy to wear.” 
She said it came from some Arab- 
ian potentate at the Casablanca 
Conference two years ago. 

Asked to explain why she took a 
recent trip to Baltimore to see a 
play in view of government requests 
that people refrain from traveling 
for pleasure, Mrs. Roosevelt said 
she did not think the short journey 
"in. . coach displaces anyone.” Be- 
Side, she said, she had _ special 
interest in the play because "it is 
about returning war veterans. I 
have urged writers and playwrights 
to do some things on that theme.” 

In a broadcast marking Inter- 
national Women’s Day, Mrs. Roose- 
velt said she hoped there eventually 
would be a universal language so 
that all peoples of the world could 
talk together and achieve closer 
understanding. She also called upon 
Russian women to disclose their 
plans to promote world peace. 


More Casualties 


WASHINGTON, March 9 (AP)— 
Army and Navy casualties climbed 
to 823,632, thus showing an increase 
of 10.600 over last week’s figures, 
the Services disclosed. The Army 





gation. 





lists 732,922, and the Navy 90,710. 











Textile Union Votes 
Strike On Pay Issue 


CHARLOTTE, N. C., March 9 
(UP)—Local officials of the Textile 
Workers of America (CIO) met 
last night and voted to call a strike 
which may affect at least 23 mills 
in North and South Carolina, 
Georgia and Mississippi in an at- 
tempt to secure release from what 
was termed "substandard wage 
conditions now existing in the cot- 
ton and rayon textile industry.” 

It was pointed out that the fact- 
finding panel of the National WLB 
was unanimous in. determining 
wages were substandard. 

The announcement said WLB 
was prepared to release its de- 
cision in December, 1944 but that 
the industry’s higher-ups had ex- 
erted political pressure which had 
managed to hold up release until 
Feb. 20, 1945. 

Mill executives announced last 
week they would not negotiate as 
a group with the union in establish- 
ing the wage scale which WLB was 
recommending. 


Massachusetts Group 
Urges Anti-Liquor Bill 


BOSTON, March 9 (ANS) — A 
special commission of the Massa- 
chusetts legislature studying drunk- 
enness in the_ state yesterday 
recommended legislation that puts 
to shame War Mobilizer James F. 
Byrnes’ midnight curfew, the 
United Press reported. 

The commission urged that all 
drinkers be made to buy a license 
at two dollars each, that each liquor 
bottle be labeled with a description 
of the ill effects that might occur 
if the contents were used success- 
ively and that persons arrested for 
drunkenness be permitted only one 
release a year from police custody. 
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MAIL CALL 


picture-card dealer was very talk- 
ative. He hadn’t sold many cards to 
visiting service men, but that didn’t 
dampen his desire to pass along 
his observations. Walking around 
the grounds; he continually shook 
his head in the direction of the top 
of the tower from where came the 
sound of bells. 

"Always they ring,” he said. "Al- 
ways you soldiers walk the steps 
to ring the bells. We are almost 
deaf.” The bells clanged merrily, 
the peals vibrating in the nearby 
narrow streets. Pisa’s citizens, who 
happened to be passing by at that 
time, paid no attention to the bell- 
ringers but went on about their own 
business, which appeared to be, for 
the most part, selling souvenirs to 
service men. 

The nearest thing to a carnival 
spirit pervades the area in and 
around the Leaning Tower. Trucks, 
jeeps, trailers, tank destroyers, 
seemingly every style of vehicle 
stops to discharge its cargo of 
sightseers. Soldiers from practically 
every Allied nation represented on 
the Italian front show up here. They 
sit on. the lawn; sun themselves 
on the white, cathedral steps; click 
cameras; climb to the top of the 
tower where they ring the large 
bells; and hang around waiting for! 
the tower to topple over. 

















SOME PRAISE 


Dear Editor: ‘ 

After criticizing The Stars and 
Stripes pretty freely for a couple of 
years, I should like to take it all 
back. For some time, the paper has 
progressed at such a pace that it 
has become a first-rate newspaper 
by any standard. I should like to 
mention particularly the feature 
articles by Taubman, Mann and a 
good many others, including those 
on Sicily, German resistance, t~ 
war planning and treatment of war 
criminals. 

The news reporting of such events 
as the disturbances in Greece, the 
Crimea Conference and the ad- 
vances in the Pacific and on the 
Eastern front, has been so concise, 
clear and fair, that it has com- 


WHAT'S NEWS 


Dear Editor: 

I couldn’t help replying to the 
"beef” written in by Cpl. Fletcher 
and five others with regard to the 
excellent and important writeup 
on the Crimea Conference that 
a recent Stars and _ Stripes 
featured. Cpl. Fletcher and five 
state: "The guys up here don’t give 
a hoot about those statements— 
just keep on giving us the news!”’ 
(The exclamation point is mine.) 

I have spent several months with 
the "guys up here” and want to 
say in their defense that the great 
majority do appreciate what the 
Crimea Conference means to our 
hopes for an end to the war, and 
for postwar international har- 
mony. The writer was with a for- 











"Careful. They may be booby-trapped——” 





ward infantry unit at the time 
the paper arrived, and the writeup 
in question even took precedence 
over Li’l Abner that day. 

Finally, I would suggest that Cpl. 
Fletcher and five see their I and E 
officer before they answer this 












pared very favorably with similar 
coverage in the popular news week- 
lies. Some of the brief editorials, 
such as that on the eartoon in 
”"Pettirosso,” have emphasized the 
fact that Stars and Stripes has 
become a real factor in expressing 


Gobs Visit. . . 


Two sailors came out of the main 
entrance to the tower. They were 
both seamen, first class. One was 
John Boissy of Elmsford, N. Y.; 





letter. —Capt. S. R. Rosen, MC and cla ritying democratic opini on. the other, Joe Hranowsky of Ro- 
u upplemen equa , N.Y. 
‘THE CHAMP’ seed. — 5 acted "Did you just climb the tower?”| In the best Kipling tradition, the 
Dear Editor: I was prompted to reply to the)! asked them. Tommies, the Gunga Dhins, the 
Yes,” they said. Gurkhas and Sikhs, the Punjabis 


I and quite a few other people of 
our outfit were just commenting on 
the picture of the President and Mr. 
Churchill in your Feb. 26 paper. We 
don’t think that’s the President. Or 
are we wrong? It sure doesn’t look 
like the old boy to us. 

Please let us know if we are 
one or right. The bets are pretty 
high. 


—T-4 G. W. Reinhard 

The President certainly looked 

difjerent and older in that picture, 
but it was he anyway.—Editor. 


SOVIET PREXY 
Dear Editor: 

A friend of mine contends that 
there is a President in, or I should 
say of Russia, and that he is seldom 
heard from because of lack of power. 

~<A contention is that Marshal 
Stalin is President of the Supreme 
Council of the Socialist Soviet Re- 
publics, and bears title as such. 

Would you be so kind as to tell 
us which is right? 

—Cpl. Wm. Collier 





letter of "Cpl. Jack Fletcher and 
five others,” who wrote that they 
weren’t interested in the Crimea 
Conference, but just wanted to go 
home. 

I wonder if they read The Stars 
and Stripes carefully enough to rea- 
lize that in those reports were a 
series of answers to questions they 
must have; for example, whether 
Cpl. Fletcher and his friends will 
have to remain overseas a couple 
of years extra; whether their chil- 
dren -will be back in these sante 
foxholes; and even, perhaps, 
whether next time they assault a 
German position they find it 
manned by a few tired Herrenvolk, 
or a good sized group of SS men. 
The Stars and Stripes did its best 
to point out to Cpl. Fletcher and 
his friends that this conference was 
vital to them, in a very direct way. 
Fighting to go home is an under- 
standable goal; but you get home 
just as fast if you have some idea 
what you're fighting about, and you 
do a better job when you get there. 
There is no doubt that The Stars 
and Stripes has contributed mate- 





Mikhail Kalinin is President.— 
Editor. 


rially toward making that possible. 
—Capt. Martin Stein, MC 








Puptent Poets 





DEAR HEART 
One spark, just glowing with a 
waning 


light, 
Half hidden by the black reproach- 
ful smoke, 
Encouraged by a breath of air, 
awoke 
To grow into a heat of flaming 
white: 


A fire of friendship, gleaming 
through the night 
To cheer a traveler with its flicker- 


ing joke; 

Or, shining chastely in a chapel, 
spoke 

Of faith in final victory of the right. 


So like a flame, dear heart, burns 
bright my love 

And fills me with a strong uncon- 
quered trust. 

7 my love shall be a beacon 


. ng 

bar guide you always, like a homing 
love, 

Into my arms. No doubt can ever 


rust 
My faith, because my queen can do 
no wrong! 
—M-Sgt. E. P. Wood, Inf. 


MORNING AFTER 
It must have been the drinks last 
night 
That gave me such an appetite. 


PIED PIPER 
"Do you smoke?” she said. 


ATTITUDES 
Have you forgotten humanity 
And replaced it with a profound 
impatience? 
your shoving hand, your 
hoarse-voiced threat 
Immunize you from pity? From 
kindly things? 
Do avoided eyes, intolerant ears 
Make you blind to suffering, deaf to 
cries? 
=~ you forgotten the common 


That man is man and all alike, 
Akin and brothers over the world? 


But think! 

If fate had played a different, way 

And you had naught, all hope was 

dead— 

Man must eat; his family live— 

You, too, would beg your bread. 

Do not scorn the whining one, 

Beggar though he be. 

But for the grace of fate and God— 

"Tis you would beg .. . not he! 
—Set. S. Colker, WAC. 


GUMBACK 


A GI more intrepid than some, 
Offered five packs of gum, 
(Unusual, but obvious bait) 

To a Wac in trade for a date. 


He said, "It is a fair deal, my pet. 
These days gum’s hard to get!’ 

The Wac in defiant reply, 
agen, "So am I, Bub! So am 





*"No—I play the saxophone instead!” 
—Pfic. David Corn Jr., Inf. 


—Capt. John W. Schellinkhout, AC. 






















"Ring the bells?” 

"Yep.” 

The Italian peddler nudged me. 
"Always they ring,” he muttered. 
He glanced up towards the top of 
the tower where some soldiers were 
leaning over the rail and spitting 
down. "Once, Galileo dropped balls 
from there. Now,——” Two balls of 
saliva spattered against the ground, 
both at the same time, proving 
that Galileo had been right. 

A paratrooper sat on an iron rail- 
ing near the tower. He wouldn’t 
climb the tower, he said, because it 
was too high up. There was a 
twinkle in his eyes. "Gets me dizzy,” 
he added. The give-away twinkle 
grew brighter. His name, he said, 
was Victor Marks, a private from 
San Francisco. 

On the lawn, close by, Pvt. Lloyd 
Gonzales, Clarksburg, W. Va., an 
ex-infantryman from the 36th Di- 
vision, was taking a picture of his 
buddy, Pfc. Peter Fazio of Palmer- 
ton, Pa. Pete was leaning sideways, 
almost at a 45-degree angle and 
his right arm was raised high over 
his head, as though he were sup- 
porting an invisible object. 


Old Trick... 


and Moslems and Hindus of Lt. Gen. 
Sir William Joseph Slim’s British 
14th Army battled down the long, 
hard and bloody road to Mandalay. 
When they passed the first pa- 
godas of Mandalay, the men of the 
19th Indian Division, spearheaded 
by tanks and moving in lorries, were 
reported to have been. cheering, 
singing and in the most jubilant 
of spirits. The day was hot and dry 
and the dust of their great surging 
army behind them lifted over the 
jungle country they had just tra- 
versed. 
Certainly the most exotic city yet 
to be reconquered in this war, and 
in fact the first large Asiatic city 
to be wrested from the Japanese, 
Mandalay was won only after the 
most gallant kind of fighting in 
sweat-bath weather, over steep tree 
and vine-festooned mountains and 
across the tricky Chindwin and 
Irrawaddy Rivers. . 
The Irrawaddy, twisting -back- 
bone of Burma, was crossed in 
nearly half a dozen places, some- 
times over whirlpool waters 4,000 
yards wide, always under fire. 
Mandalay, prize of the north 
Burma fighting, is a city of glitter- 
"He’s holding the tower up,” ex-|ing pagodas, with a population as 
plained Lloyd, looking up from his varied as the colors of Joseph’s coat. 
camera. "I mean, in the picture, if}/Great Buddha idols, with folded 
it comes out right, Pete will look}®!ms and impassive countenances, 
as though he’s keeping the tower|!0ok grandly down from monumen- 
from falling. Lean a little more to} *#l pedestals. There is a huge pagan 
the right!” he called to Pete. - palace, with decorative wooden 


Exotic 14th Army Makes 
Kipling Lines Come Alive 


But no more exotic is Mandalay 
than the army which reconquered 
it. The army’s color flows from its 
fountainhead, General Slim him- 
self. Since the last. war. he has lived 
and grown up and pattled with the 
Imperial Indian Army. He is a 
soldier out of Rudyard Kipling’ 
rousing Indian border tales and best 
barracks ballads. 

In his army there are barrel- 
chested Gurkhas from Nepal with 
slouched hats and curved, evil 
knives; bearded Sikhs whose re- 
ligion keeps their hair uncut; fierce 
Punjabis, Moslems and Hindus who 
must be segregated into separate 
messes; tall Pathans -from the 
Northwest Frontier, and Rajputs 
and Dogras and _ shaved-headed 
Jats. 

The 14th Army launched upon its 
reconquest of Mandalay last spring 
after smashing the Japanese inva- 
sion of India, handing the hitherto 
triumphant sons of Nippon their 
first major defeat in Asia, throwing 
them back from Imphal in India 
just over the Burma border. 

Mandalay, militarily, may not be 
so very important. Rail, road and 
Irrawaddy steamers connect it with 
the south Burma cities of Rangoon 
and Prome, but until the coastal 
ports are opened these communica- 
tion lines can be of little value. 
Mainly, it’s an emotional victory. 
”Come you back, you British soldier, 
come you back to Mandalay,” Kip- 
ling sang. He sang of the long trip 
up from Rangoon to Mandalay, but 
the direction’s not what counts just 
now. What counts is that the Brit- 
ish did come back. 





Around the lawn, other soldiers} buildings, highly-carved and gilded, 
were holding up the tower for the|Testing upon a wide brick platform. 


—Sgt. JOE BAILY 





benefit of their cameras. The bells 
They Say 








in the tower clanged furiously. 
ee 8 icture card from the 
e 
SHIRLEY TEMPLE’S opinion of 
Mayor Fiorello La Guardia of 


collection eld in his hand, the 
peddler held it up. "You buy?” he 
asked. 
The card was a cartooned person- 
New York City: 
"He kills me. But definitely.” 
FRAULEIN HILLI BARWANSKI, 
Nazi woman official at Guttes- 


ification of the Leaning Tower 
tadt, East Prussia, writing to Nazi 


which had acquired a smiling face 

and was puffing on a cigarette. "Do 
“Propaganda Minister Goebbels as 
Nazi troops, chased by Russians, 


not be afraid,” the tower was say- 

ing in an Italian caption to some 

panic-stricken people who were 
fled through her town: 
"We are living through something 
terrible . . . We need the most 


fleeing for their lives. "I will not 
urgent help and please ask the 


fall.” 
I bought the souvenir because 
Fuehrer to Send it. Our soldiers 
ing through the town have 


the bells were still pealing furiously 
mn robbing the population and 


and the picture-card merchant 
seemed a bit unhappy. 
"Always they ring,” he muttered. 
"We will soon all be deaf.” 
—Set. HARRY SHERSHOW 
discarding their uniforms. Mili- 
tary documents, helmets, revolver 
cases—anything giving a soldier 
away—are lying scattered all over 
the place. There are also piles of 
food looted from the population 
and then thrown away because 
they were too heavy to carry.” 
HARRY L. HOPKINS, President 
Roosevelt’s special assistant: 


"When this war ends, we must 


On Television 

LONDON, March 9 (AP)—Plans, 
for restarting television perhaps 

thin this year on a government 
subsidy basis were prajected today 
in an official White Paper. A tele- 
vision committee headed by Lord 
Hanky suggested that the service 
should be started into British homes 
on a prewar basis in order that 
there should be no waste of time, 





but that improvements should be 
made as rapidly as possible, 


immediately prepare to defend 
ourselves, particularly to make 





sure that our enemies realize that 


if they dare to strike again. they, 


will lose again.” 


HARRY BROWN, in an_ article 
averring that the era of the 
“great” foreigy correspondent 35 
passing: 


"The times when he was: almost 
our sole outpost are gone: we 
can see for ourselves what is hap- 
pening. The temple whose oracle 
he was is now in ashes. He 
amused us for nine years with 
his imside stories of what was 
taking place across the oceans, 
but many of us are seeing for 
ourselves what is going on, and, 
very often, making it go. We 
are covering the world for our 
selves these days.” 


ARTIE SHAW, bandleader, © 
bobby-sockers: 
"They are like any other group. 
I don’t like the hysteria stuff, 
but when you consider what 4 
Nazi program would do _ with 
this steam, I feel this is the less¢t 
of two evils.” 
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Cologne Ruins More Proof 
Of Hitler’s National Suicide 





COLOGNE, March 9 (AP)—Hitler has committed the Third Reich to national suicide. This is 


the inescapable conclusion one must draw if, after seeing towns like Aachen, Duren, Stolberg, 
Eschweiler, one now takes inventory of what’s left of Cologne, Germany’s fourth largest city. 


Even Cologners themselves who, because of the complete breakdown of transportation during 


the past week, have not been in the so-called Altstadt, or old part of the city, evidently don’t know 
the full story. Burghers on the northwestern fringe of the city were convinced that the three 
celebrated hotels in the shadow of the cathedral were still habitable. They are rubble heaps. 
Cologne’s Wall Street, Unter Sachsenhausen, exists no more. The proud structures of the 
Reichsbank are burned or abandoned. So is the main postoffice. The telephone central is com- 


pletely out, and communications 
are far worse than they were in 
Aachen. 

Near gutted St. Geroon’s Church, 
where all large German insurance 
companies had headquarters, we 
found large quantities of dynamite. 
Women eme: g from a basement 
explained, "The Gestapo swine in- 
tended to blow up all these build- 
ings.” 

One added bitterly, "What did 
they care that many of us lived in 
cellars for weeks? en the Amer- 
icans advanced, they ran like 
rabbits.” S 

In street after street we saw 
homeless and shelterless German 
civilians carrying salvaged belong- 
ings. An AMG officer explained to 
such a group that it must be patient. 
They said meekly, "Of course, we 
understand that. We stayed because 
we know that Americans are hu- 
mane. Our pagandists told us 
you would kill us all.” 

In the cobblestoned area border- 
ing the Rhine, drunken men and 
women staggered from one side of 
the street to the other, waving wine 
bottles and offering drinks to Amer- 
ican soldiers, who reacted with 
chilly suspicion. 

While some Germans walked to- 
ward the suburbs in an orderly 
manner, other civilians raided 
stores, carrying away big boxes of 
cheese, liquor and clothing. Major 
Hugh Cary of Brooklyn, said the 
Germans of Cologne were "the most 
obnoxious we have yet met in Ger- 
many.” 

”*Some who live in the better dis- 
tricts,” he said, "don’t. seem to 
realize they have been conquered. 
They try to bawl hell out of you 
when it is necessary to enter their 
homes for military security rea- 
sons.” 


Electric Power Capacity 
Rises In Liberated Italy 


ROME, March 9— Electric gen- 
erating capacity in Liberated Italy 
is now nearly double what it was 
when Allied military forces first 
drove the German Army into the 
mountains of northern Italy, the 
Allied Commission announced to- 
day. 

The present generating capacity 
in Liberated Italy, including Sicily 
and Sardinia, is 625,080 kilowatts as 
compared with the 343,780 kilowatts, 
found at the time of the Allied 
entrance. Capacity at present is, 
however, only one-third of the 
1,831,024 kilowatts prewar capacity, 
according to the Public Works and 
Utilities Sub-Commission of the Al- 
lied Commission. 

The generating facilities in Cen- 
tral Italy were almost destroyed by 
the enemy, the prewar capacity of 
1,292,336 being reduced to approxi- 
mately 45,000 kiléwatts. Repairs, 
which were often made through 
cannibalization of other knocked- 
out generating plants, have made 
possible a restoration of damaged 
facilities so that the present ca- 
pacity in this central area has been 
brought up to 203,000 kilowatts, and 
still further increases are forecast 
for the next few months. 


500,000 Hospital Cases 
Flown From Battle Zones 


WASHINGTON, March 9 (AP)— 
More than half a million sick and 
wounded American fighting men 
were flown out of battle zones last 
year with only 28 deaths in flight. 

They were carried to medical cen- 
ters overseas and in the United 
States. Twenty percent of all Amer- 
ican casualties were returnec to the 
United States in 1944 by air without 
® Single loss because of enemy ac- 
tion, the Office of War Information 
announced. 


P. G. Still In 


PARIS, March 9 (Reuter’s)—The 
Paris radio today quoted the Paris 
police prefecture as denying the re- 
port that P. G. Wodehouse, British 
novelist, had been released. Wode- 

Ouse continues to be under police 
Supervision in his hotel on the 
Champs Elysees which he never 








French PWs Declare 
Nazis Prevent Revolt 





PARIS, March 9 (UP)—French 
war prisoners liberated from Ger- 
man prison camps by American 
advances stated today that a 
revolution in Germany would be 
certain if it were not being pre- 
vented by the Nazis who are 
crushing any signs of discontent 
with great force. 

One prisoner said: "The popu- 
lations have reached the end of 
their endurance and at least 60 
percent of the Germans are now 
anti-Nazi and clamoring for im- 
mediate peace.” 

The French prisoners were re- 





+ 
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British Votes T 


o Back Yalia, 


Dumbarton Proposals At S. F. 





proposals, and to guard the E 


LONDON, March 9 (UP)—The British Commonwealth dele- 
gations to the San Francisco peace parley will form a bloc of six 
votes to support the Dumbarton Oaks and Yalta world security 


mpire’s territorial integrity, well 


informed circles in London stated today. 

Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s government is fully com- 
mitted to the world security plans. The delegations from the 
Dominions of Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa 








Soviets Warn - 
Against Nazi 
Underground 











MOSCOW, March 9 (UP) — Be- 
fore the last shell has dropped on 
German territory and the roar of 
battle has died away, a Nazi terror- 
ist organization already exists in 
the occupied regions of Germany, 
according to Col. Gen. V. Ulrich, 
Chief of the Soviet Army Depart- 
ment of Justice. 

Ulrich called attention to the fact 
that the. Nazis were preparing to go 
underground. He ordered the con- 
fiscation of all radio sets and weap- 
ons in the occupied areas and de- 
manded a_ redoubled vigilance 
against spies and saboteurs who 
were "very active.” 

Ulrich said that the Russian 
Army should be on the lookout for 
Russian emigres, particularly in the 
Balkan countries where dozens of 
spy cases have already been tried by 
Soviet Army tribunals. 

"A number of White Russian 
emigres are helping the enemy,” 
General Ulrich said. 


100,000 More Nazi PWs 
To See Statue Of Liberty 


WASHINGTON, March 9 (ANS) 
—The War Department said today 
that an additional 100,000 German 
prisoners will be transferred to the 
United States. This will bring the 
total of Nazis now in camps in this 
country to more than 400,000. 

The Army said there is a two-fold 
purpose in this plan: easing the bur- 
den of guarding the prisoners in 
Europe and to help the acute labor 
shortage in this country. In a re- 
cent labor use survey by the Army 
Service commands and other agen- 
cies, farmers indicatec it would be 
difficult to plant and harvest crops 
this season without additional pris- 
oner of war help. 

The prisoners are being used in 
increasing numbers by the Army 
and Navy in work not directly con- 
nected with the war effort. The 
prisoners, in accordance with a War 
ee policy, will be employed 
only on essential work for which 
no civilian labor is available, based 
on certificates issued by the War 
Food Administration. 


lead on the broad issues. India 
can be expected to act likewise. 


bloc will probably be Egypt, which, 
though an independent kingdom, 
has close political and military 
links with Britain. 

The Dominions’ delegations will 
hold a preliminary conference in 
London for a discussion of Empire 
policy before going to San Fran- 
cisco. A united front will probably 
emerge from this meeting. 

The British delegation to San 
Francisco has been given a unani- 
mous vote by the House of Com- 
mons for participation in the world 
security organization, unlike the 
United States, where opinion is 
divided. There is no isolationism in 
Britain and there is no idea that 
any Empire possessions should be 
given up. 

While territorial questions will not 
arise at San Francisco, some Empire 
financial and commercial interests 
have been worried that postwar 
plans might involve some change in 
Empire positions. 

They were reassured last week, 
when Foreign Secretary Anthony 
Eden gave a flat promise that the 
British would not commit them- 
selves at San Francisco to any 
change of status for the colonies: 





AT WAR? 


ANKARA, March 9 (UP)—Chi- 
nese diplomatic circles here were 
confident today that the Soviet 
delegates to the San Francisco con- 
ference, opening April 25, will rep- 
resent a country at war with Japan. 

These sources pointed out the 
Soviets have expelled all Jap diplo- 
mats from the Balkan countries 
and that these diplomats — not 
granted visas to return home—are 
now interned in Turkey. 

The Chinese also believe the date 
of the San Francisco éonference was 
not chosen at random but selected 
to coincide with the expiration of 
the ere rapemane non-aggression 
pact. 


Aussie Landing 
MELBOURNE, March 9 — An 
Australian force landed yesterday 
on Saposi Island in a group of 
small islands off the northwest 
coast of Bougainville, Army head- 
quarters announced today. Against 
light opposition, the Australians 
gained control of the island and 
captured much equipment. Further 
progress by Australian troops in 
northern New Guinea, New Britain 
and on Bougainville was also re- 
ported. 





+can be expected to follow its 


The seventh vote attached to this 


leased so suddenly that the first 
grou arrived in Paris before 
a welcome could be arranged for 
them. 


Goebbels Predicts 
War's Sudden End 


LONDON, March 9—The war has 
passed its climax and will have a 
sudden end, according to Dr. Paul 
Joseph Goebbels in an article in his 
favorite mouthpiece, "Das Reich,” 
today. 

Taking the darkest tone of his 
many gloomy outpourings of late, 
the Nazi propaganda boss told the 
German people: ’ 
"It does not behoove man to rea- 











its course may be. War enters the 
scene with the elementary fury of 
nature and leaves it again in most 


paroxysm of fury. 

"The war has passed its climax. 
This, however, will not mean that 
its intensity will lessen. On the 
contrary, in its last phase there 
will be a brio furioso of arms and a 
sudden end. This last round will 
bring a decision. 

"The German people treasure 
national strength which weighs 
heavily in the scales. The last round 
of war is full.of opportunities for 
people determined to shape history. 
He who remains standing on the 
battlefield will be the victor.” 
Goebbels’ sombre mood was not 
shared, at least officially, by his 
boss, Adolf Hitler. According to a 
German overseas news agency an- 
nouncement, Der Fuehrer visited 


son with war or to speculate what | 


cases quite suddenly after the last 


Members Of Fascist 
Rome Underground 
Captured By Police 


ROME, March 9—A haul of 35 
| Fascists, working as part of a Rome 
; underground movement for Musso- 
lini’s Fascist Republican party, was 
made yesterday morning when the 
police swooped down on their hide- 
outs. 

Fascist uniforms and weapons 
were found and confiscated in the 
homes of the gang. It was also dis- 
covered that those arrested had a 
hand in publishing secretly a Fas- 
cist underground periodical called 
Onore (Honor). 

Onore, which was reported to have 
begun publishing on Jan. 19, 1945, 
ran stories about the fine points of 
Mussolini’s social program and 
sought to undermine the present 
Government and the Allies. 

Among the 35 picked up were 
four officers of the disbanded Fas- 
cist Militia: Major Enrico Rolli, 
Capt. Paolo Fazzi, Capt. Michele La 
Noce and Lt. Edoardo Corroni. 

The chief organizer of the under- 
ground Fascio, or Fascist group, was 
Antonio Bigi, 41-year-old architect. 
Italo Pucci, 37, was deseribed as the 
“general cashier” of the local party. 
Both were under arrest. 

The arrests were carried out at 
|6 AM by Carabinieri and members 
of the Allied military police. They 
found a store of newsprint used for 
Onore in the private garage of 
Attilio Bianchi, 40, who was locked 
up. 

Questioning of the prisoners re- 
| vealed that the members of the 
underground Fascist organization 
held meetings out of doors in vari- 
ous squares in the heart of Rome 
and near St. Paul’s. Some sessions 
were held in the homes of the 
plotters. According to the claims of 
some observers, the organization 
had about 20,000 members and sym- 
pathizers. 

It was also disclosed that early 
last month the Rome Fascist under- 
ground was inspected by Carlo 
Brandimarte, former lieutenant 
general in the Blackshirt militia. 
It was said that Brandimarte 
crossed the Allied lines in a German 
plane that landed in a lonely spot 
not too far from Rome and ‘that he 











the Oder front today. 

"He has convinced himself,” the 
announcement said, "of the morale 
of the German troops and of the) 
effectiveness of German defense 
measures.” 





BENITO’S VIEW 


ZURICH, March 9 (Reuter’s)— 
A German scorched earth policy| 
may bring about the complete de- | 
struction of northern Italian towns | 
if Axis forces are compelled to re-| 
treat to the Brenner Pass, accord-| 
ing to a speech by Benito Mussolini | 
to a gathering of 400 officers of his! 
Republican Guard in Brescia. 
"We shall defend the Po Valley 
town by town and house by house. 
All of us have taken this sacred) 
vow,” the former Duce asserted, | 
but admitted at the same time that} 
relations between the Fascists and| 
the Germans are anything but} 
friendly. 


Rep. Luce Back In Italy 
At Alexander's Invitation 


ROME, March 9 — Rep. Clare | 
Boothe Luce, Republican Congress- ; 
woman from Connecticut, has ar- 
rived in Italy and is expected to 
come to Rome within a few days, it 
was announced here today. 

Mrs. Luce, who visited the Medi- 
terranean Theater with members 
of the House Military Affairs Com- 
mittee last December, returned to 
the theater at the invitation of 
Field Marshal Sir Harold R. L. G. 
Alexander, Supreme Allied Com- 
mander. 











remained in Rome for a couple of 
days giving the underground in- 
structions. 


Young Hitlerite Groups 
Aid Civilian Evacuation 


LONDON, March 9 (AP) — The 
German manpower situation is so 
desperate that a major part of the 
work of evacuating civilians out of 
the battle areas has been turned 
over to the regimented Hitler Youth 
organizations. 

"In one area the whole evacuation 
traffic is in the hands of the Hit- 
ler Youth,” DNB, the German news 
agency, said in a special broadcast 
that had all the markings of a pep 
talk designed to bolster the morale 
of the youths. 

The radio acknowledged that the 
difficult circumstances under which 
the evacuation had been carried out 
entailed the danger that the youth 
organization would break down, but 
declared that "the genera] chaos 
which the enemy wanted to cause 
as a requisite for our final dcfeat” 
did not materialize. 








Cost 


PARIS, March 9—Germany ex- 
acted more than 17 billion dollars 
from France during the four years 
of Nazi-Vichy rule, the Finance 
Ministry has announced. The aver- 
age cost per.French family of Nazi 
domination is reckoned in money 
at 80,000 francs—or about 1,600 dol- 
lars at the current exchange rate. 





BUT WHY SHOULD THE 
DRAGON LADYS RADIO 4 
4 MONITORS MAKE A RECORD 
L OF THE TESTS OF OvR 


THIS OUT... 








leaves, the radio report said. 


— BUT I'M GLAD YoU DOPED 


(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News 


DO COME IN, 


RYAN..: HAVE \BE SUCH A FOOL, 
BEAUTIFUL...BUT 

AVOIDING THE |I HAVE AJOB To 

FA. DRAGON LADY Z, ! ; 


Ss 


CARRY ON! 





NOBODY WOULD 


Do! 
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THE YANKEE 


EVEN TO INDO-/ SPEAKING RADIO 








WE'RE DEPENDING 
HABITS EXTEND JON YOUR JAPANESE- 





L'tt BET THE | 
LOCAL JAP 

COMMANDER 
WOULD PAY 
PLENTY TO 
FIND OUT ! 


THE LITTLE MEN 
CHATTER ENDLESSLY 
— BUT NOTHING HAS 
BEEN SAID TO INDICATE 
THAT THEY SUSPECT 
YOUR PRESENCE OR 
PURPOSE HERE! 
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Close Calls Aplenty Fail To Stop 
Intrepid Couriers Of 91st Signal 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 9—The artery in Italy called Highway 65 to members of the 
9ist Signal Company is synonymous with hot tracers from German planes, sizzling enemy artil- 


f the 91st "Powder River” Division ran the gauntlet of everything 


lery, mines and booby traps. 
The communications men 0 
Jerry had 
Delivering more than 50,000 


to offer, running messages and laying wire on the lifeline of the 5th Army front. 
messages in a six-month period, 


signalmen have vivid recollec- 


tions. Take it from Pvt. Andrew B. Martin of Fairview, Tenn., whose jeep almost ran directly into 





+ 


the blinding flash of an enemy+ 


shell burst on the highway. 
Fragments killed his com- 
panion. "It just wasn’t my time,” 


Martin avers. 


While the evening couriers to regi- 
ments ducked machine gun fire) 
from strafing plan2s the wire sec- 
tion, which stripped out enough 
lines to cover the distance from 
New York City to Missoula, Mont.— | 
2,050 miles—learned the Nazi tricks) 
the hard way. Front-line infantry-| 
men referred to them as "those| 
crazy signal guys,” when the wire-| 
men were found running around fix-' 
ing up lines after enemy fire had 
sent cther troops to cover. 


LEARN BY DOING 


When they threaded their wire 
over the network adjacent to the) 
highwav they soon became veter-) 
ans—wise to Jerry’s tricks. Time | 
bombs left in houses flung brick) 
and debris around S-Sgt. Thomas 
Green, Pocahantas, Iowa, and Cpl.! 
Josep Laza, Clarksburg, Calif.,' 
only seconds after they walked out 
of cue of the buildings. 

Radio operators developed a tech- 
nique at forward posts of operating 
in ‘cams, with one operator in a fox- 
hole, the other at the controls 
sweating out "incoming mail.” But 
the messages got through. 

Before they reached the Apen- 
nines short of Bologna, the 91st Sig- 
nal Company had a wealth of ex- 
perience to draw from, earned in 
maintaining communications in the 
division's push to the Arno River, 
Leghorn, Pisa. and throuzh the 
Gothic Line 

By necessity signal vehicles braved 
shell-torn highways and officers and 
men affectionately awarded "Purple 
Hearts” to veteran trucks, especially 
those "twice wounded in action.” 


UNDER FIRE 


On one occasion a crew of six sig-, 
aalmen insta:ed a vital wire com- 
munication to a regiment from the 
division conimand post, despite ex- 
ceptionally heavy enemy. artillery in 
the Futa Pass sector. Led by Sgt. 
Green, the crew placed the wire 
carefully at the side of the road, 
flattening themselves on the ground 
as shells burst nearby. Wire com- 
munications were a "must” io this 
unit, engaged in pounding the stub- 
born enemy entrenched on the 
ridges, so after reaching the regi- 
ment, the crew volunteered to lay 
another line back to division head- 
quarters. Because of the efficient 
accomplishment of their important 
mission, al) members of the crew 
were awarded Bronze Star Medals 
for this action 

The signal unit of the original 
91st Division was the 316th Field 
Signal Battalion. During service 
overseas in World War I, this group 
was awarded three battle streamers. 
The vresent 91st Signal Company. 
commanded by Capt. Gene F. Lar- 
remore, San Antonio, Texas, inher- 
ited these streamers, along with the 
battalion motto, "Listen For Us.” 

Completing the required training 
and maneuvers in the States, the 
unit moved with the division to 
North Africa and then to Italy. 

By August 15, the division reached 
the Arno River. Soon thereafter, 
the signalmen went into training 
for river crossings, prior to leaping 
the Arno River. 

On Sept. 15, the Signal Company 
was back on the line, driving with 
the division, commanded by Maj. 
Gen. William G. Livesay, against 
stubborn resistance up Highway 65. 

Largest single compaiy in the di- 





Radio Program 


jobs. 


REWARD FOR UNSUNG HEROES 





medics and the Geneva Cross 


-Enlisted,and officer personnel 


For men of the Medical Department assigned or attached to 
the infantry, the War Department has authorized this Medi- 
cal Badge. Of silver metal, it bears the caduceus design of the 





superimposed on a litter, with 


all mounted on an elliptical wreath of oak leaves. It is worn 
on the left breast above decorations and service ribbons. 


below the field grade of major 


are eligible for the award. However, it may be worn by the 
regimental surgeon regardless of rank. 


(Acme) 





paired and replaced an enormous 
quantity of equipment, besides es- 
tablishing and maintaining com- 
munications. 

Where the men were unable to 
lay wire by vehicles, they used 
mules. When the wire goes out, the 
men go out "on the line,” regardless 
of Jerry planes. artillery. mortar 
and small arms. 

The outfit holds the proud rec- 
ord of constant communications 
throughout combat for the division. 


ltaly Port Openings 
Ahead Of Schedule 


ROME, March 9—Italian seaports 
on both the Adriatic and Mediter- 
ranean shores of the country are 
being rehabilitated well ahead of 
schedule, it was reported today by 
the Allied Commission. 

Six weeks ago work was started 
on the port of Piombino. At present 
main highway traffic has been re- 
established with the port, and stan- 
dard capacity is expected in a few 
weeks. The civilian supplies port at 
Civitavecchia is expected to he ca- 
pable of handling all supplies im- 
ported by sea for the Rome area by 
per Pe as a result of the rapid 
rehabilitation work. 

At Ortona and Pescara ports, 
work has begun toward re-estab- 
lishing them as vital Adriatic ports. 
Temporary quays have been built 
and current surveys at Pescara in- 
dicate a clearing of the harbor. 


Back To Work 


LONDON, March 9 (AP)—Some 
10,000 dockers and stevedores re- 
turned to work at London ports this 
morning after a nine-day strike. 
A report from the docks said that 





vision, the Signal Company has re-|* 





Little Nazi Aerial 
Opposition In East 





MAAF H@Q., March 9 — While 
flak often is heavy, 15th AAF air- 
men have encountered little aerial 
opposition in strategic support 
missions for the Red Army. 
example, Lt. Julius J. Kern, Gary, 
Ind., bombardier, hasn’t seen a 
German plane east of Vienna 
since December. 

The explanation, according to 
F-Lt. Frederick J. Davies of South 
Wales, isn’t a dearth of German 
planes. As many as 90 have been 
observed on a single field in re- 
cent days, but Allied airmen have 
so reduced the German fuel sup- 
ply that the Luftwaffe can’t af- 
ford to use gasoline against any 
but the most drastic air chal- 

lenges. 





General McNarney Lauds 
Mountain Div For Gains 


AFHQ, March 9—The officers and 
men of the 5th Army’s 10th Moun- 
tain Division were congratulated to- 
day by Lt. Gen. Joseph T. McNar- 
ney, Deputy Supreme Commander 
and Commanding General, MTO, 
for the part they have played in 
the recent offensive through key 
mountain features southwest of 
Bologna. 

"May I offer my sincere congratu- 
lations to the officers and men of 
the 10th Mountain Division,” Gen- 
eral McNarney said in a message 
addressed to Maj. Gen. George P. 
Hays, commanding general of the 
recently-committed division. "You 
have shown by the success of your 
first real battle test, offensive ca- 
pabilities which will be a constant 
source of real concern for our en- 
emies. Good luck and good hunt- 








WAAFs Parachuted 
To Instruct Maquis 


—_ 


LONDON, March 9 (AP)—Air 
Minister Sinclair took the lid of 


feats—among them the story of 
a giri who owes her life to a cush- 
ion of cash. 


owes her life to a bundle of paper 
francs she was wrapped 
around her like a cushion.” 

Another WAAF officer, after 
parachuting into France to act 
as & courier, "took auarge of a 
large Maquis group after the cap- 
ture of its commanding officer 
and reorganized it, displaying re- 
markable tact, leadership and 
courage.” 


22nd TAC Planes | 
Support 5th’s Attack 


MAAF H@Q, March 9—Close air 





*support of ground troops in the 


5th Army battle area by Brig. Gen. 
Benjamin W. Chidaw’s 22nd Tac- 
tical Air Command of MATAF 
Thunderbolts, Spitbombers and 
Kittyhawks helped pave the way 
for the advance of 5th Army units, 
it was revealed today. 

The close air support in the cen- 
tral Apennines reached its peak 
during the period from March 3- 
6 when more than 400 fighters and 
fighter bombers were directed 
against enemy objectives facing the 
attacking doughboys. 

German positions were well pro- 
tected by nearly 200 light and heavy 
antiaircraft guns, but the Thunder- 
bolts, Spitbombers and Kittyhawks 
roamed the skies almost continually 
during the daylight hours and in 
three days dropped more than 100 
tons of high explosives as well as 
hundreds of fragmentation bombs 
and incendiaries. At night the A- 
20 Havocs off where the 
fighter bombers left off. — 

Thunderbolts flew a number of 
"Rover Joe” missions with enemy- 
occupied buildings, itions 
and other me eg oe taking the 
brunt of bombs, lets and rockets. 


British PWs Killed 
By Bulgars--Griggs 


LONDON, March 9 (UP)—Some 





=|British prisoners of war in Bulgar- 


ian prison camps were put to death 
before the Bulgarian armistice was 
signed, War Secretary Sir James 
Griggs, speaking in the House of 
Commons, revealed today. 

Sir James said that between 30 
and 40 British prisoners had been 
held in Bulgarian camps together 
with American prisoners of war 
who far outnumbered them. 

"T regret to say that some of our 
prisoners were put to death. It is 
not known how many but the num- 
ber is certainly under ten,” he 
stated. 

Sir James also said that British 
prisoners in Bulgarian camps had 
been treated brutally and had been 
given insufficient food before the 
armistice. 

He announced that 23 Bulgarian 
officers and men were under close 
arrest and 19 under open arrest for 
mistreating prisoners. Sir James 
refused, however, to jz 4 that 
they would be punished by the Brit- 
ish authorities because the. question 
was part of a greater issue — the 
international punishment of war 








all strikers had gene back to their 














AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION, ROME 
432 M 


ing.” 


criminals. 





Too Late—When Pfc. Franck 
Bonacci unwrapped a new mess. 
kit in Australia in 1943, he foung 
a slip of paper signed Bernadine 

, Wheeling, W. Va, which 
asked for a letter from "whomever 
gets this messkit.” Complying, 
Bonacci was surprised by an an. 
swer from Bernadine which re. 
vealed she was now Mrs. Elwood 
Orfloske, mother of six children. 
She explained however that she 
would be glad to correspond with 
a lonesome soldier. One letter fo}. 
lowed another until last week, 
home on furlough, Bonacci met 
Mrs. Orfloske. Yes, she said, she 
had a vague recollection of putting 
her name in a: messkit . . . back 
in 1916, when she worked in the 
Wheeling Stamping Company's 
plant. 

—o— 


EMigrants—Eight out of ten en. 
listed men will return to the same 
state they lived in prior to induc. 
tion, according to a recent War 
Department survey. Figures ob- 
tained by the Information and 
Education Division reveal that 
men who have been in the Army 
the longest have the greatest de- 
sire to move to new locations. of 
these, the majority will move out 
to the Far West, or from the South 
to the Northeast. Men who mar- 
ried after entering the service show 
the highest migration rate, while 


the least desire to move is shown 
by men who were previously 
hitched. 

—o——- 


Memorabilia— To the soldiers 
overseas who look nostalgically back 
on their garrison days in the States, 
a recent announcement by the War 
Department will come as a shock, 
Beginning March 24 all Army Mo- 
tion Picture coupon books go out 
of existence. No longer can one buy 
a 10-coupon book of 15-cent ad- 
missions for one dollar and 20 cents 
—saving three cents on each ticket. 
When the closing date rolls around, 
every garrison soldier will have to 
kick in the full 15-cent price in 
cold cash, if he wants to get into 
a post theater. 

—o-——_ 


Target practice—Pfc. Bob Fuka 
of Chicago and a couple of his 5th 
Infantry Division buddies were 
watching a white flag waving from 
a window in Germany. "Come out 
with your hands up, Heinies,” they 
shouted. The flag continued to wave, 
Probably a Nazi trick, they decided, 
so they fired a round from their 
bazooka gun in the open window. 
"Come out or we'll fire again,” they 
called. The flag moved and then a 
black-eyed billy goat, munching on 
one end of the white cloth, stuck 
his head up over the window sill 
and stared haughtily down at the 
soldiers. 

—o——- 


Sharkshooer—A new shark re- 
pellent has been developed for 
AAF fliers downed in_ tropical 
waters. Consisting of a flat black 
cake, it contains a potent chemi- 
cal which forms an inky biack 
cloud in the water and gives off 
an odor which is unnoticeable by 
humans but highly obnoxious to 
sharks. The repellent is placed in 
a cloth bag, attached to life vests 
in a blue waterproof envelope, and 
is released into the water when 
the flier rips open a tab. 


——-Q- —- 


Section Eight — The personnel 
office of a Nebraska air base is 
still trying to figure out the mental 
processes of a stray GI whom they 
sent to a separation center for an 
honorable discharge. It’s hard to 
believe, but he never showed up. 
: —_o—_ 
Papa — ‘Latest pony supple- 
ments to appear in theaters of 
operation is an overseas edition of 
Parents Magazine, a compact 
pocket size periodical designed for 





fathers in service. 





BARNABY 


(Courtesy PM Newspaper, Inc.) 








695 K 
‘ Saturday, March 16 
AIGHLIGHTS 

10 :00-—Serenade For Strings 
10:30—Encore—This Is The Story 
11:00—Roman Holiday 
12:45—Salute To 5th Army 
1:00—Shining Hour 
3:15— Metropolitan Opera 
5:00—Grand ‘Ole Opery 
6:00—World Of Song 
6:30— Jubilee 
7:30--Saturday Nite Serenade 
8:00—Guv Lombardo 
8:30—Sienats On 
9:15— We Who Serve Speak 
9:30—Hir Parade From States 
10:00—Eddie Condon 
11:15—Dance Parade 

News of the hour on the hour. 

Shortwave 9 AM-~—5 PM 
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po ™ 











I've become affiliated with a large progressive 
manufacturing firm, whose scientists, laboring 
in the company’s vast laboratories, discovered— 


—and before | explain the advantages of 
our introductory offer, | want to point out 
why you can't afford not to avail yourself— 
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a pony named 


Mr. O'Malley is selling 
soap and he might win 
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Ten cents 
a cake, 











By CROCKETT JOHNSON 











Cushlamochree! What's fo } 
become of the fine old art 
of salesmanship? . . . Today | 
anybody will buy anything! | 
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Out at the Rome Country Club 
where the Rome Allied Golf Cham- 
ionship progress 
Pritical shortage has been in golf 
palls. In fact, 1st Sgt. n Ay- 
cock, who might be ed the 
father of the tournament, was toy- 
ing with the idea of posting notices 
to the effect that it was 
against the rules to find lost golf 
palls before they stopped rolling. 
The day before the tourne 
opened, four American officers 
piled into a jeep with one of the 
club's assistant pros and whipped 
out to see a lady who owned seven 
new golf balls. The kind lady was 
glad to sell the balls to the Ameri- 
cans. She was ready to let them 
go for practically nothing. She only 
charged eight dollars per each and 
the officers paid over 56 bucks with 
hardly a murmur. 
When the tournament was con- 
ceived, MTOUSA Special Service 
sent a rush call to the States for 
equipment. The response was 
prompt but not complete. Fifteen 
sets of golf clubs were rushed over, 
put there was nary a pellet in the 
shipment. 


Proud Owner 


Aycock was the proud owner of 
about six dozen balls which he 
dished out freely to competitors, 
giving most of them to golfers who 
had come down from the front. 

But the great shortage now has 
been alleviated, thanks to some 
very clever doing on the part of 
Special Service, with The Stars and 
Stripes getting an assist. 

Eight days ago Special Service 
sent another SOS to America and 
this time the response was all that 
could be asked. Day before yester- 
day, 24 dozen brand new golf balls 
arrived at Bari. They were flown 
to Caserta where Lt. Lee Silvers 
took them under his wing and 
rushed pantingly to the ai rt. 
There he was told that the balls 
could have cnly a No. 4 priority and 
it would be a week before they would 
get to Rome. It seemed rather 
silly to Lt. Silvers that a passel of 
golf balls could travel from Amer- 
ica in six days and then take a week 
to get from there to Rome. 

So Lt. Silvers turned to The Stars 
and Stripes for help in this grave 
crisis. Never an organization to 
turn a deaf ear to a lieutenant in 
distress, your favorite journal took 
over from there. 


Alert Guy 


One of our alert young men 
stuck the 24 dozen golf balls in a 
barracks bag and boarded a plane 
for Rome yesterday morning, arriv- 
ing in time for the balls to be put 
in use for the second phase of the 
first round. 

So now, with the field cut to the 
low 100 entries for the second round, 
even the dearth of clubs shouldn’t 
be too sericus. Aycock can lay aside 
his aspirin and enjoy the tourna- 
ment, which resembles any winter 
circuit back in the States except 
that there are no golfers’ wives sun- 
ning themselves on the clubhouse 
veranda waiting for their spouses 
0 come in with or without the 
acon. 

The only problem still confront- 
ing Aycock are those lawn-mowing 
sheep who amble about the links, 
but he refuses to worry about them. 


Badger Cagers Turn Pro; 


toll of 


WS 





Carolina golf pro., a member 


Left-to-right: L-Bdr. Allan Bailey, a member of England’s 
1933 Ryder Cup squad, Ist Sgt. Dugan Aycock, former North 


and Pietro Manca, the 1940 Italian Open champion, compare 
notes in the current Rome Open. Right—ART 1-c Al Zimmer- 
man strokes a putt with the blade that helped him to a 75. 

(Staff Photo by Sgt. Grayson B. Tewksbury) 


AN ALLIED THREESOME-A FLAWLESS STROKE 





of the tournament committee, 





+4 








ROME, March 9—An Army Air 
Corps private from Abilene, Texas, 
28-year-old Tom Bolt, handed the 
favored players a setback in the 
first round of the Rome Open Golf 
Championship Thursday at the 
Rome club by taking a two-stroke 
lead over the first 117 starters with 
a neat two-over par 73. 

Bolt, attachéd to an Engineer 
Aviation Battalion, admitted he 
was “one of the best amateurs in 
the Southwest” a few seasons ago 
but said he hadn’t touched a golf 
club for two and a half years prior 
to hitting a few practice shots on 
Wednesday. ; 

Only six players broke 80 and 
all but 18 of the first day’s scores 
were above 85 as the many natural 





Pvt. TOM BOLT 


hazards dotting the course and the 
lightning-fast greens took their 
better golfers. Eighteen 
holes were scheduled Friday for 


. « . the remainder of the field. The 

jec Off low 100 Friday night will 

Mikan Re ts Big er onnsy for Saturday's 7 second 
ba agen round. 


CHICAGO, March 9 (ANS)— 
Three members of the University 
of Wisconsin basketball team, 
captain Ray Patterson, Des Smith 
and Art Johnson, have signed 
contracts to p professional 
basketball. Smith, who finished 
fourth in Big Ten scoring, will 
join the Oshkosh All-Stars and 
Patterson and Johnson will play 
with Dow Chemical. All three will 
Participate in the seventh annual 
World championship tourney 
March 19-24 at the Chicago Stad- 


George Mikan, DePaul center, 
Previously had rejected an offer 
of five grand to turn pro with 
the Chicago American Gears. 





Boxing Sunday 
SIENA, March 9 (ANS)—The 12th 
AFSC boxing team, coached by Sgt. 
Al Weisberger, will be host to the 

oth AAF ringmen in a return set 


to Allied service men, 


Set. Vic Ghezzi, pre-tourney 


favorite, is confined to a hospital 


and will be unable to play in the 


tournament. 


Al Zimmerman, a Navy Tech- 


Air Corps’ Pvt. Tom Bolt 
Leads Rome Golf With 73 


By Pvt. MERRELL WHITTLESEY 
Staff Correspondent 


nician, ART l-c, and Lt. Charles 
Dudley of the 47th Bomb Group, 
came up with identical- 38-37, 75s, 
to tie for second two shots off the 
pace. Both Zimmerman, the na- 
tionally known Portland, Ore., pro- 
fessional and Dudley, a prominent 
amateur from Greenville, S. C., 
played consistent, unspectacular 
golf and promised better scores the 
next time.out. 


A British professional, Cpl. Bert 
Topping of No. 5 RFU, played the 
par 35 back nine in 36 strokes, 
best of the day, and twinned it 
with a trouble-filled front nine of 
41 for a 77. 

A second Air Corps private 
among the leaders, Earl Howell of 
Richmond, Va., tied Ugo Grelli, 
assistant pro at the host club, at 
78. Howell is a cousin of Billy 
Howell, a former Walker Cup 
player from the same town. 

Bolt reached the semi-finals of 
the National Public Links cham- 
pionship in 1938 at Cleveland. His 
major tournament*triumph was in 
the Ark-La-Tex tournament, an 
annual event which attracted the 
best amateurs from Texas, Arkansas 
and Louisiana. His inseparable 
companion and greatest booster in 
his round was Sgt. Ernie Hill of 
the 9ist Division, »who previously 
posted an 84. 

Pic. Roscoe Sherard, the South- 
eri. Negro Open champion from 
Atlanta, Ga., and the 907th ABS 
Bn., reported trouble on the greens 
and finished with an 85, far from 
his normal game. 


Thursday’s low 17 scores, under 85: 








oh 2. Serre . 
ART 1/c Al Zimmerman ...... 38-37, 75 
*Ist Lt. Charles Dudley...... 38-37, 75. 
Cpl. Bert Topping.......... 41-36, 77. 
*Pvt, Earl Howell............ 40-38, 78 
Umberto Grelli.............. 40-38, 78 
Pes GO. WUNNNIDs cccccccceeces 40-40, 80 
T-3 Steve Adams............42-39, 81. 
*Set. William Robinson...... 38-43, 81. 
Sgt. Chester Taylor.......... 38-43, 81. 
*Pfe. John Weitzel............ 40-41, 81. 
*Sgt. Jerry Hughes.......... 42-41, 83. 
Pvt. John L, Kozikowski. ...39-44, 83. 
*T-Sgt. Robert Albright...... 45-39, 84. 
Cpl. Joe Harvey............45-39, 84 
ewe, Te BORGER. ooccceccccces 45-39, 84. 
MUS. Mrmie TR... cccccccess 43-41, 84. 
* Amateur. 


— 


Whit Wyatt Wants 
To Train In Florida 


BUCHANAN, Ga., March 9 (ANS) 
—Whitlow Wyatt, veteran Dodgers’ 


righthander and one of the most} 


effective hurlers in baseball until 
he hurt his arm in 1942, wants to 
train in the sunny South and in- 
timated today that unless brother 
Rickey comes through with suf- 
ficient sheckels to finance his one- 
man training jaunt to Florida he 
will stick to his farm. 

Wyatt feels that training in a 
northern clime again this year 
would do his arm no good at all. 
Already on record as a_ holdout, 
Wyatt said that he had been in- 
vited by Rickey to visit the Bums’ 
Bear Mountain, N. Y.,Araining camp 
to give the Dodgers a look at his 
ailing right flipper. 





FRENCH LICK SPRINGS, Ind.., 
March 9 (ANS)—The opening day 
of the 1945 spring training for the 
Chicago Cubs yesterday was moist- 
ened somewhat by the Lost River 
which has completely covered their 
training field here. Manager Charlie 
Grimm took the nine players to the 
local auditorium and put them 
through a light muscle-loosening 
workout, hopeful that the river 
would subside soon. 

Rookie pitcher Charlie Gassaway 
put a damper on Grimm when he 
notified him that he will not report 


this year, preferring to remain on his 


job with the Tennessee state police. 
He won 17 games with Milwaukee 
last season. 

Catcher Tommy Livingston was 
the only one of-the nine players to 
report yesterday who has seen mili- 
tary service. He has an honorable 


discharge and expects to return to 
his 1943 status as the team’s first- 
.| String receiver. 





NEW YORK, March 9 (AP)—The 


.| New York Yankees announced today 
.| that 16 players had signed contracts 
-}and were due to report for spring 
training at Atlantic City Sunday. 


They included pitchers Floyd Bev- 


ens, Walter Dubiel, Allen Gettel, 
Johnny Mocre, Joe Page; catchers 
Bill Drecher, Mike Garbark, Bill 
Steinecke, Herb Compton; outfield- 
./ers Bud Metheny, Herschel Martin, 
Tuck Steinback, Paul Waner; 
fielders Joe Buzas, Oscar Grimes 
and Don Savage. 


in- 


Zone Cage Playoffs 
Drawing On Sunday, 
Nine Teams Entered 


FLORENCE, March 9—The draw 
for the North Italy Zone Basketball 
Championship tournament which 
opens here Monday. afternoon will 
not be made until sometime Sunday 
when all nine teams are on hand to 
participate in the hat-drawn pair- 
ings, it was announced today by the 
12th Air Force, sponsors of the play- 
offs. 

The Exterminators,” represent- 
ing an Air Force Service Group, won 
their way into the tournament last 
night and all of the ccmpeting 
clubs have now been decided after 
a se. es of elimination tournaments, 

The playoffs will open in a big- 
time setting Monduy afternoon in 
"Madison Square Garden,” gaudily 
decorated and fitted with tempo- 
rary bleachers. The 12th Air Force 
Band will lend color to the cccasion. 

The zone finals will be a virtually 
dawn-to-midnight affair as only 
four days have been allotted and 
eight of the nine teams must be 
eliminated by two defeats by some- 
time Thursday night. It will be 
necessary for each team to play two 
games a day and possibly three to 
determine the North Italy represen- 
tative in the Allied final’ March 
26-31 which will also be held here. 

Tournament officials have a list 
of 15 referees and umpires who will 
be given their assignments following 
the opening round pairings. 

As several of the clubs are en- 
tering the event as virtual un- 
known quantities there is not an 
outstanding favorite but the team 
with the heaviest backing to date is 
the 92nd Division’s Buffalo’s Big A’s, 
with a lineup of former college and 
pro players. 


N. Y. Rangers Almost 
Out OF Ice Playoffs 


DETROIT, March 9 (ANS)—The 
New York Rangers virtually kissed 
their playoff chances goodbye here 
last night absorbing a 7-3 pasting 
jfrom the Detroit Red Wings. The 
|Blueshirts were in a good spot to 
move into fourth place until the last 
three minutes of the second period 
| when the Wings broke a tie and 
i;went on to score four more times 
jin the final stanza. 








} 
| 





MONTREAL, March 9 (ANS)— 
Montreal defeated the Boston 
Bruins, 3-2, last night leaving fourth 
place in the National Hockey League 
in the joint clutch of the Bruins and 
the Chicago Black Hawks. 

Joe Carveth and Steve Wochy 
scored twice each for the winners 
and Eddie Bruneteau, Herb Lindsay 
and Carl Liscombe tallied the other 
three goals. Bucko McDonald scored 
for the Patrickmen in the opening 
period and Fred Hunt tied it at 
2-2 in the second before the Wings 
went on their rampage. 

HOCKEY STANDINGS 


w. L. T. Pts. 
Montreal 34 7 4 72 
Detroit 29 12 4 62 
Toronto 22 24 a 48 
Boston 14 238 3 31 
Chicago 12 27 7 31 
New York 10 27 10 30 


NYU In NCAA 


NEW YORK, March 9 (ANS) — 
New York University has been 
added to the NCAA eastern division 
basketball tournament representing 
district No. 2. Already in the eastern 
playoffs are Kentucky (No. 3) and 
Ohio State, (No. 4). The New Eng- 
land States (No. 1) have not yet 
produced a representative for the 
eastern tourney while the Pacific 
Coast (No. 8) is still not representcd 
in the western: tourney at Kansas 





City. 





DICK TRACY 








(Cogirtesy Chi. Trib-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 
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Huge Relief Drive 
For Italy Arranged 


ROME, March 9—An agreement for a vast relief program in 
Italy costing 100,000,000 dollars was signed this afternoon at 
Viminale Palace by Prime Minister Ivanoe Bonomi and Spurgeon 
M. Keeny, Italian Mission Chief of the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration. 

Under this agreement UNRRA will contribute 50,000,000 dol- 
lars, and the Italian Government will put up a similar sum. In 
addition, Italy is requested to set aside funds to match the ex- 
penditures of UNRRA in admin-+ 
istering the huge program. : 

One of the first aims of the pro- 








gram is to provide an additional 
750 calories daily for about a year 
to 1,700,000 undernourished and ill 
children and to 300,000 pregnant 
and nursing mothers. 

Other objectives are assistance in 
the care and return to their homes 
of thousands of Italian refugees and 
the provision of medical and sani- 
tary aid supplies. The fight against 
epidemics will be an important as- 
pect of the program. UNRRA will 
also handle many non-Italian refu- 
gees in Italy. 

The cost of all these supplies and 
services will be borne entirely by 
UNRRA, which will also defray ex- 
penses of operations for non- 
Italians. Otherwise, the Italian Gov- 
ernment will have the responsibility 
of distributing all supplies. Distri- 
bution will accord with UNRRA 
principles. 

A .Joint Committee of Govern- 
ment and UNRRA representatives 
has been set up, and it will recom- 
mend terms of supplementary 
agreements covering such matters 
as methods of distribution, selection 
of recipients, amount of supplies to 
be sold and sale prices. 

Keeny, a New Yorker, who served 
in relief administration during the 
last war, said that this was a job 
that needed to be done and done 
immediately. He added that 2,000 
tons of supplies were in Italy and 
another 2,000 tons had arrived re- 
cently. He said that shipping au- 
thorities had approved the carrying 
of 15,000 tons within the next month 
and that the wer would permit 
an average of 15,000 ton’ each 
month for a year. 

The functions of the UNRRA 
staff in Italy, numbering about 75 
persons, will be mainly to get the 
supplies and to plan, advise and 
observe, Keeny said. Existing facili- 
ties will be used wherever possible, 
and American Relief to Italy, 
cleared, in part, through ENDSI 
and the Vatican, will be needed to 
help people not affected by this 

program. The need is so great that 

ail organizations will not be able 

to nore it immediately, he said. 

thanking UNRRA, Bon 

ait. "This assistance is a noble act 

of human solidarity by. UNRRA as 

representative of United Nations 

comprising most of the peoples of 
the earth.” 








EAST FRONT 
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southwest of Danzig. In Meister- 
walde the Russians were inside the 
area of the Danzig Free State. 

In their sweep toward Danzig, 
Rokossovsky’s men overran more 
than 300 populated places. Zhukov’s 
armies captured more than 60 places 
in their operations in the Stettin 
area. The troops of both marshals 
took more than 5,000 prisoners yes- 
terday. 

The Russians covered fighting on 
all other fronts, which include the 
main Oder and Neisse River lines of 
Zhukov and Marshal Ivan Koniev 
with the phrase, ’On other sectors 
of the front there was patrol ac- 
tivity and local fighting. 

The Germans, however, insisted 
that in the Kustrin area one of 
the bitterest battles of the war was 
raging with the Russians fighting 
in the streets of the fortress city 
guarding the way to Berlin and 
with other Red Army units already 
behind Kustrin on the west bank 
of the Oder. 


omi | visitor” 





New U. Ss. 15th, pu 
On Western Front 


12TH ARMY GROUP HEAD- 
QUARTERS, March 9—The ap- 
pointment of Lt. Gen. Leonard T. 
Gerow, former commander of 
U. S. forces in England, as com- 
mander of a newly-formed U. S. 
15th Army was announced tonight 
by Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley, 
commander of the 12th Army 
Group. The location of the Army 
has not yet been announced. 

General Gerow, a graduate of 
Virginia Military Institute, was 
commander of the 29th Division 
in 1942-1943 prior to his appoint- 
ment as head of U. S. forces in 
England in July, 1943. 








He Says He's Roatta 
‘On North Italy Radio 


LONDON, March 9 (AP)—A voice, 
purportedly that of Lt. Gen. Mario 
Roatta, former Italian chief of staff 
who escaped while on trial in Rome 
for his connections with the Fascist 
regime, was heard by the Daily Ex- 
press early this morning in a broad- 
cast from one of Mussolini’s radio 
stations in northern Italy. 

Several calls for listeners to stand 
by for "sensational news” preceded 
the broadcast over Radio Tiber, 
which uses the old Rome wave- 
length. Then a man introduced as 
Roatta came to the microphone 
and told how he walked out of a 
Rome prison hospital and escaped 
to northern Italy 

He described his flight as "noth- 
ing extraordinary,” and claimed 
that he "left the hospital liké any 
while his e, who was 
calling upon him, continued to talk 
loudly in his room to give the im- 
pression he was still there. 








RECAPTURE DENIED 

ROME, March 9—There was a re- 
port current here today that Gen- 
eral Roatta had been nabbed in 
the area of Florence. Premier Ivanoe 
Bonomi denied this story. It was 
learned from other sources that a 
man looking like Roatta had been 
stopped near Florence, but he was 
able to prove that he was not the 
escaped general, 


Thorez Assails De Gaulle 
For Coast Parley Policy 


PARIS, March 9 (AP)—Maurice 
Thorez, Secretary General of the 
Communist party of France, as- 
sailed the Government’s foreign 
policy today because of its refusal 
to sponsor the San Francisco con- 
ference. 

"I regret that the Provisional 
Government of our country did not 
accept the proposal of the Big 
Three and did not take her place 
among the sponsor powers for 
the San Francisco conference where 








bases of solid, durable peace will be 
set,” he said. 


Yanks Pour Across 
Rhine; Ten German 
Divisions Encircled 
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counterattacks had been hurled at 
the bridgehead Wednesday night. 

Prisoners were said to be coming 
in so fast that there was no one to 
take care of them. Many were re- 
ported to be wandering about dis- 
armed and German civilians in 
nearby villages were described as 
watching "in wide-eyed awe as 
American military might poured 
across the Rhine.” 

The spectacular success of the 
first combuerd military crossing of 
the Rhine since the days of Napol- 
eon, combined with the Russian 
drive in the east, led to speculation 
that the end of the war in Europe 
might be near. The AP said that 
Germany might find the strength 
to fight through the spring, and 
possibly summer. But there was 
just as great a chance, the news} 
agency reported, that the collapse’ 
might come suddenly—within a 
matter of days. 





"IN CONFUSION’ 
SHAEF, March 9—At least ten 


German divisions were reported to| pairing. 


be milling in confusion today in the 
U. 8. lst and U. 8. 3rd Armies sec- 
tor west of the Rhine between Bonn 
and Coblenz. 

Artillery of the 4th Armored Di- 
vision of the 3rd Army, perched on 
the west bank of the Rhine in the 
vicinity of Andernach, about ten 
miles northwest of Coblenz, was 
shelling Nazi troops being pulled 
back across the river in ferries and 
barges. 

Other 3rd Army units to the south 
were reported to be within four to 
six miles of Coblenz from the west 
and the north. Still more units of 
Lt. Gen. George S. Patton’s power- 
ful army were probing to the north 
toward where the ist Army had 
crossed the Rhine about nine miles 
southeast of Bonn. 

The Luxembourg radio said that 
the 3rd Army booty was "downright 
fantastic” and that hundreds of un- 
damaged German tanks had been 
taken. 

Along the northern flank of thé 
west front battleline, the combined 
assaults of the U. S. 9th and Can- 
adian 1st Armies continued to com- 
press the Nazi bridgehead across the 
Wesel. 

British troops forced their way 
into Xanten at the northern end 
of the bridgehead and Veen to the 


southwest was said to have been 


surrounded. German paratroopers 
were offering fierce resistance to 
the Allied pressure. 


‘Seducing’ Sailor Saved 
Just In The Nick Of Time 


NEW YORK, March 9 (ANS)— 
Special orders from Washington 
received by Navy“officials in New 
York today snatched Chief Pharm- 
acists Mate Frederick Brooks from 
the plane on which he was to have 
been returned to Italy to face se- 
duction charges. 

Although the Navy Public Rela- 
tions Office refused to reveal the 
origin of the 11th-hour stay for the 
handsome, 21-year-old Brooks, it 
was known that his wife had tele- 
graphed President Roosevelt a few 
hours before the plane was sched- 
uled to take off. 

Brooks, who hails from Roose- 
velt, L. I., -was placed under Navy 
arrest Feb. 5 and subsequently or- 
dered flown to Pozzuoli, Italy, when 
the father of a 20-year-old Naples 
girl wrote to Mayor Fiorello H. 
La Guardia accusing Brooks of 
seducing her. 

Brooks’ 19-year-old wife, Grace, 
quoted her husband as saying, ”I’m 
innocent. I’m being shanghaied. 
never even kissed that girl.” 

















Nazis Cancel Leaves, 
Register More Men 





LONDON, March 9 (AP)—The 
Germans have cancelled all Army 
furloughs except for illness and 
have summoned all men 16 to 62 
to register immediately with the 
military authorities, it was re- 
vealed today. 

Whoever "ails to register will 
be treated as a deserter said a 
decree transmitted to the German 
fate we and radio by DNB. p..-. 


to Nazi peoty ,, Political lenders 
and subleaders. 


Mitchells Pay Visit 
To Brenner Bridges 


MAAF H@Q., March 9—Following 

yesterday’s 2,300-sortie effort, 
aircraft were out again to- 

day in considerable strength bomb- 
ing and strafing targets in northern 
Italy, Yugoslavia and Austria. 

Hard-working Mitchells of the 
12th AAF once visited four 
familiar bridges aiong the Brenner 
Pass route and blasted which 
the Germans had just f ed re- 
The day’s attacks included 
the 15 000th sortie flown by the 321st 
Bomb Group during its two years 
of puetion in the Mediterranean 

eater 

Thunderbolts of the 22nd TAC 
started fires and explosions in am- 
munition dumps west of Verona and 
east of Alessandria in northern 
Italy. The dive-bombers also 
knocked a span out of a road bridge 
20 miles north of Spezia. 


5th Army Captures 
Besieged Carviano 


(Continued from page 1) 


mountaineers and Brazilian troops 
in their five-mile _ advance this 
week. 

This does not mean that the 
Germans_won’t eventually counter- 
attack, but every day, of course, 
gives the 5th Army men that much 
more time to consolidate and 
strengthen their penetrations in 
the vast wilderness of the central 
Apennines. The _ slowness with 
which German reinforcements have 
moved into the area would indicate 
a lack of sufficient transport, it 
is believed. 

Even though they were not faced 
with enemy assaults the mountain 
men have had to take a good deal 
of artillery and mortar fire al- 
though it was lighter than usual in 
most of the area yesterday. 


Exiled Czech Government 
Departs For Homeland 


LONDON, March 9 (UP)—An- 
other exiled Government started to 
its liberated homeland today when 
the first contingent of Czechoslo- 
vak ministers left Britain by air, 
it was reported in London. 

The rty will travel to Moscow 
and will wait there until President 
Eduard Benes and the rest of the 
Government join them. 

The Government will be estab- 
lished at Kosice, second city of 
Czechoslovakia, until Prague is lib- 
erated. At Kosice, the Government 
will be reconstructed and will in- 
clude “underground” leaders. 


Poletti To Speak 


ROME, March 9 — Col. Charles 
Poletti, regional commissioner, Al- 
lied Commission, will speak Sunday 
at 8:15 PM at the Red Cross Offi- 
cers’ Club in Piazza Barberini. His 











I| topic will be "What Is Wrong With 
AMG.” 
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Coal Contract Talks 
About Over; Miners 
Will Vote On Issues 


WASHINGTON, 04 March 9 (UP)— 
The "information stage” of the joint 


Coal and Wage Contract Conference 
will probably end and a vote 
on the issues will be en by Mon-~ 


day, according to Ezra Van Horn, 
chairman of the conference. 

Van Horn said he was optimistic 
about the prospects for a new con- 
tract and “in all the 20 years I 
have been in these conferences, I 
have never seen things go this far 
ss a major blowup. 

He said the ecoapeneas or rejec- 
tion of any of the Union’s new 
demands would wait until the gen- 
eral discussions on all the new con- 
tract pro were completed. 

Meanw Solid Fuels Adminis- 
trator Harold Ickes predicted, at a 
ohges conference today, there would 

no coal strike. He said he did 
not believe the miners would walk 
out in face of the coal crisis which 
"is getting from bad to worse.” 

He did not refer, however, to the 
official strike vote which the miners 
will legally take if their demands 
are not met by March 28. 

When asked whether he thought 
the ten cent royalty alty per ton would 
be granted, Ickes said it was a 
matter between the miners and the 
operators. 

Ickes said he did not want to be 
"the bone of controversy,” and 
warned: 

"The coal production bill will drop 
below danger point if the Selective 
Service Act continues draft 
miners. We cannot continue to sup- 
ply coal for steel if the armed forces 
continue to take all able-bodied 
miners.” 

After today’s meeting Van Horn 
said the conference had completed 
discussion firstly, on the differential 
pay for the second and third shifts; 
secondly, on the union’s vacation 
pay demand; thirdly, on the pro- 
posal guaranteeing returning vet- 
erans their mine jobs; fourthly, on 
the furnishing of union-made tools 
and explosives for all miners; 
fifthly, on the improvement of the 
standard of housing conditions and 
"debased” sanitary facilities. 


Fight Against Flood 
Said Almost Over 


PORTSMOUTH, Ohio, March 9 
(AP) — The unrelenting struggle 
against the Ohio River floods ap- 
peared last night to have been won, 
after the third worst floods in the 
history of the Ohio Valley. 

The cost in time lost at war 

plants and property damage was 
terrific. At least 15,000 people were 
forced from their homes. Ten lives 
were lost. 

Crests of the swollen river headed 
downstream, and flood control pro- 
visions were now expected to keep 
the water within bounds. 

At Pittsburgh, Pa., the flood was 
also ebbing and further danger 
was not anticipated, barring fresh 
and heavy rains. A 50-foot crest 
was predicted at Paducah, Ky. 


British Legation Gives 
Gen. Radescu Sanctuary 


LONDON, March 9—British offi- 
cial quarters confirmed today that 
General Mikolai Radescu, former 
Rumanian Premier, has taken ref- 
uge in a building of the British 
legation in Bucharest, fearing that 
his life was endangered by pos- 
sible action by his political oppon- 
ents, Reuter’s reported. 

Rumanian Government circles 
expressed surprise that Radescu 
had sought refuge although he was 
not being persecuted and that the 
"British representative found it 
possible to offer him sanctuary.” 

The British action in the mat- 
ter was at once notified to the Uni- 
ted States and Russian members of 
the Allied Control Commission in 
Bucharest and the United States 
and Russian Governments, it was 
reported. 

Another Rumanian news report 
said that thousands of Rumanian 
peasants already had divided 4 
number of large estates and now 
looked to the government to sanc- 
tion their action. 





In Our Time 


BAD GODESBERG, March 9 — 
Troops of the U. S. Ist Army en- 
tered this west-bank-of-the-Rhine 
spa last night, made famous by the 
final meeting of former Prime Min- 
ister Neville Chamberlain and Hit- 
ler on Sept. 22, 1938, one week prior 
to Munich where "peace in our 





time” was achieved, 
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